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Seventy-six
options

Hams attend February BIARC gathering.

Anecdotal ly, I bel ieve that
BIARC’s repeater on Kulani
Cone is the busiest amateur
radio repeater on Hawai i
Island. I ’ve
monitored
most, if not al l ,
of them at one
time or
another; there
simply is no
comparison.
As such, it

was quite
displeasing to
hear that our
beloved
repeater is losing its home.
If you haven’t heard, the
tower which serves our
repeater is to be demol ished
in June. In fact, the entire site
is to be returned to its natural
state. To al low time for the
demol ition, we wi l l have to
remove the repeater by the
end of May.

William
Polhemus,
NH6ET, BIARC
president

The President's Corner

I have heard from a
great many of you
since this was
announced at the
February meeting.
There is much anxiety
and despair at hand
over the potentia l loss
of the repeater. I ’ve
heard a touch of panic
too. Many consider the
“76” repeater to be a
home of sorts. Like a
bar on TV where
everybody knows your

name.
I myself am not

worried. The Voice
Repeater Committee
and the BIARC board
are committed to
keeping the
community on the
air. The groundwork
of the path forward
was laid by the
Repeater Committee
during their meeting
on February 13th .
We counted no less
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than thirteen options to explore,
just for staying on Kulani Cone.
Staying on the cone is of course
our desire. So, we are di l igently
exploring each and every one of
those options. Some wil l
undoubtedly hit roadblocks.
Others, however, may bear way to
a new home on the cone for our
repeater.
We didn’t tal ly up the options for

replacing the coverage with
repeaters in other locations. There
are just too many to count. The
committee did, however, outl ine a
few, just in case. We even covered
one which could be stood up in a
day or less. I t’s good to be
prepared, right? And, it’s not
wasted effort in any way.
Even if we don’t need these

plans right now, it wi l l be good to
have them in the bank for a
disaster. Being able to stand up a
repeater network to replace our
coverage seems handy. One way
or another, we wi l l stay on the air.
In June, and beyond. Of that I have
no doubt.
On a happier note, it seems that

we have an audience. We are
seemingly the only club in Hawai i
with a regularly publ ished
newsletter. Our newsletter has
evidently reached other clubs, and
we have received a request to
broaden the distribution of our
newsletter. This doesn’t affect you,
the member, in any way.
It's just nice to be noticed.

Real ly, i t’s Leigh who toi ls tirelessly
to publ ish this newsletter, who
deserves the credit. Without
Leigh’s efforts, we’d be sending
out coffee stained napkins with a
few words scribbled on them, or
something l ike that. Thank you,
Leigh.

William Polhemus, NH6ET

In itia l reports indicate considerable

interest among amateurs in tracking and

capturing data from the newly deployed

HuskySat-1.

The satel l i te, designed at the University

of Washington, was launched to the

International Space Station last November

and subsequently deployed into a higher
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BIARC to meet Saturday, March 14

Silent Key

Hugh Fleming, KH6HRB

We note the

passing of Hugh

Arthur Fleming on

December 26 at

Life Care Center in

Hi lo,

at the age of 84.

He was a former

amateur radio

operator with the

cal l KH6HRB. His

obituary was

printed Feb 14 in

the Hawai i

Tribune-Herald. He

was born in Raton,

NM, and

was a retired

gemologist.

Among his many

accompl ishments,

he was a U.S. Air

Force veteran,

owner of the

former Lafayette

and Spectrum

Electronics in Hi lo

and a private pi lot

active in the Civi l

Air Patrol .

He was an avid

fisherman with

several world

records.

Bob Schneider,

AH6J

Hugh Fleming

The Big Island Amateur Radio Club wi l l

meet at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 14, at the

Keaau Community Center.

Al l hams, and other interested parties,

are welcome.

HuskySat-1 draws lots of attention

Continued on next page



orbit from the ISS on

January 31, and began

telemetry transmissions

on 435.800 MHz.

HuskySat-1's 1,200

bps BPSK beacon is

active and decodable

with the latest release of

AMSAT's ​ FoxTelem

software.

The HuskySat-1

CubeSat wi l l

demonstrate onboard

plasma propulsion and

high-gain telemetry for

low-Earth orbit that

would be a precursor for

an attempt at a larger

CubeSat designed for

orbital insertion at the

moon.

HuskySat-1 is expected

to carry out its primary

mission before being

turned over to AMSAT for

activation of a 30 kHz

wide V/U l inear trans-

ponder for SSB and CW. ​

From previous page

-- Thanks to ​ AMSAT News

Service



Looking for lighthouses
Chris VE3CBK/QRP is looking to work an Hawai ian l ighthouse for credit in the

Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society (ARLHS) Worked al l States Award program.

To activate a l ighthouse, an activator’s permanent, portable or mobi le station only

needs to be in view of the l ighthouse structure by day or its l ight at night. To make

it even more chal lenging I l ike to operate at QRP power levels. I have worked

Hawai i several times using QRP on 20M SSB and CW, so I bel ieve that it is feasible.

A l ist of Hawai ian Lighthouses is avai lable at ​ http: //wlol .arlhs.com/index.php

I can be reached at whiskey1@sympatico.ca

Thank you, Chris VE3CBK/QRP Kanata, Ontario, Canada







There's sti l l time for hams to

volunteer to assist with

communications along the

route of the annual Hi lo

International Marathon the

morning of Sunday, March 15.

Each year, the Puna Emergency

Radio Club coordinates

communications between aid stations

along the 26.2-mi le route and

headquarters at the Hi lo Bayfront.

Volunteers get to put their radio

All hams invited to help with comms for Hilo Marathon

ski l ls to work and help out the

community at the same time.

" It's a fun way to get in some

practice, meet other radio

operators and help race

volunteers and the athletes that

morning," said Bob Gomez,

KB6EGA, the PERC president.

For more information, contact

Bob at 430-6001 or emai l him at

bbg691@yahoo.com.

10-10 International Aloha Chapter is open to all
Local hams active on 10 meters

encourage amateur radio l icensees at al l

levels to join in the fun.

[More info on the

world of Ten-Ten is avai lable on Facebook

and at https: //www.ten-ten.org]



PERC Feb. 22
Fox Hunt a hit

Stay tuned for
upcoming events

Hams gathered for a fox hunt

Saturday, Feb. 22, at the Great

Organic Laval inks Farm, or GOLF,

sponsored by the Puna Emergency

Radio Club.

The event was the second

sponsored by PERC, both under

the coordination of Sean Fendt,

KH6SF, and response dictates

other such activities wi l l be

announced in the not-too-distant

future. (The first PERC Fox Hunt

was held at BIARC Field Day three

years ago at Wai loa Center. )

Sean opened the event with a

short tutoria l on just what a fox

hunt is. Throughout the activity he

and other veterans offered tips to

newbies.

Various configurations of

direction-finding antennas were

demonstrated and explained by

their operators and tips and info

were shared back and forth,

between and during the exercises.

"The weather cooperated and

the fox hunting went wel l . We got

a lot of positive comments and

requests for additional events,"

said Sean. "We want to give a big

mahalo to our host, GOLF owner

Kim Pinkerton."

Fox hunters also included Roy

Kunishige, WH6FYK; J im Huntley,

WH6FQI ; Gary Schwiter, WH6EMS;

Mel Uchida, WH6EKD; Joe

Rosenbaum, WH6FZH; Cory Al len,

KN6ZU; Bob Gomez, KB6EGA; Rick

Gardner, WH6LU; J im Tatar,

WH6EMN; J immy Love, WH6GEM;

Malury Si lberman, KI6HBZ, and

Leigh Critchlow, WH6LC.

Photos by
Mel
Uchida,
WH6EKD

PERC President
Bob Gomez with
his homemade

"Moxon​
Rectangle," a

simple and
mechanically
robust two-

element
parasitic array

antenna named
for Les Moxon,

G6XN.

Sean Fendt with the

self-contained fox

box to be hidden.

Inside the fox
box: battery
pack, radio,
and raspberry
pi to provide
code
message at 2-
minute
intervals.



Re: 60-meter rule-making
(RM-11785)

The ARRL fi led RM-11785 in

November last year asking for

rulemaking for the new 60-

meter al location of 5351.5-

5366.5 kHz to the Amateur

Radio Service (a sixth channel

agreed to by the international

WRC-15 conference).

This was one of the positive

results for the worldwide

Amateur Radio Service. I t

usual ly takes the FCC time to

final ize rules for new amateur

al locations especial ly if other

US radio services are affected.

The ARRL raised the desire

to al low use of VFOs instead of

a 2.8 kHz channel . The

primary reason for this would

be to al low narrow band digital

stations to share the

al location. I t would be of

significance for FT8 and other

new digital modes.

At the same time the league

asked that the entire US 60-

meter band retain the 100-

watt power l imit rather that

fol low the 15-watt l imit agreed

at the WRC-15 conference.

"At WRC-15, a non-

channel ized al location was

recommended worldwide with

a power l imit of 15 watts.

We petitioned for a non-

channel ized al location last

year plus keeping the existing

shared channels.

We also requested to keep

the 100-watt ERP l imit

instead of dropping to 15

watts. There is no information

on when the FCC wi l l act on

RM-11785. No R&O has been

issued yet. "

With the growing use of 60

meters in Hawai i because of

40-Meter propagation issues,

Hawai i has a unique

requirement to depend on

this band for EmComm and

interisland communications.

I f you have an opinion

about Hawai i retaining the

100-watt l imit, make your

voice heard by fi l ing a

comment to RM-11785. The

l ink to submit comments is

https: //www.fcc.gov/ecfs/sear

ch/fi l ings?proceedings_name

=RM-

11785&sort=date_disseminat

ed,DESC

If you think about it, please

emai l me a copy of your

comment. I ʼd l ike to submit

an ARRL Pacific Section

comment representing

opinions of our members.

ARRL Pacific Section

Section Manager:

Joseph Speroni, AH0A

ah0a@arrl.org



Undersea
expedition
planned to
retrieve

Titanic's radio
gear

The company with sole
rights to salvage artifacts
from the RMS Titanic has

gone to court to gain

permission to carry out a

"surgical removal and

retrieval" of the Marconi

radio equipment on the

ship, a Washington Post

article reports.

The Titanic sank in 1912

on its maiden voyage after

striking an iceberg in the

North Atlantic. As the radio

room fi l led with water,

radio operator Jack Phi l l ips

transmitted, "Come at

once. We have struck a

berg. I t's a CQD, old man,"

and other frantic

messages for help, using

the spark transmitter on

board. CQD was ultimately

replaced with SOS -- which

Phi l l ips also used -- as the

universal distress cal l .

The passenger l iner RMS

Carpathia responded and

rescued 705 of the

passengers.

As might be expected,

the deteriorating Marconi

equipment is in poor

shape after more than a

century under water.

The undersea retrieval

would mark the first time

an artifact was col lected

from within the Titanic,

which many bel ieve should

remain undisturbed as the

A recreation of the Titanic radio room.

final resting place of

some 1,500 victims of the

maritime disaster,

including Phi l l ips. The

wreck sits on the ocean

floor some 2 1/2 mi les

beneath the surface,

remaining undiscovered

unti l 1985.

A just-signed treaty

between the UK and the

US grants both countries

authority to al low or deny

access to the wreck and

to remove items found

outside the vessel .

"This momentous

agreement with the

United States to preserve

the wreck means it wi l l be

treated with the

sensitivity and respect

owed to the final resting

place of more than 1,500

l ives," British Transport and

Maritime Minister Nusrat

Ghani said in a statement.

The request to enter the

rapidly disintegrating

wreck was fi led in US

District Court in Eastern

Virginia by RMS Titanic,

Inc. of Atlanta, Georgia,

which said that it hopes to

restore the Titanic radio

transmitter to operating

condition, if i t is al lowed to

go forward.

The company plans to

use a manned submarine

to reach the wreck and

then deploy a remotely

control led sub that would

perforate the hul l and

retrieve the radio

equipment.



President
signs PIRATE
Act to combat

illegal
broadcasting

On January 24,

President Donald

Trump signed into law

the "Preventing

I l legal Radio Abuse

Through Enforcement

Act," or the PIRATE Act.

The measure, which

amends the

Communications Act of

1934, authorizes

enhanced penalties for

violators.

Under the new law,

pirate radio

broadcasters would be

subject to a fine of not

more than $2 mil l ion,

and violators could be

fined up to $100,000

for each day during

which an offense

occurs. The new law

stipulates that the FCC

"shal l not decrease or

diminish the regular

enforcement efforts

targeted to pirate

radio broadcast

stations for other

times of the year. "

The FCC is to submit

to the House

Committee on Energy

and Commerce and

Senate Committee on

Commerce,

Science, and

Transportation a

report

summarizing the

implementation of

this section and

associated

enforcement

activities for the

previous fiscal

year. The new law

also requires

"annual

sweeps," during

which FCC

personnel wi l l be

assigned to "focus

specific and

sustained

attention on the

el imination of

pirate radio broadcasting

within the top five radio

markets identified as prevalent

for such broadcasts. "

The Commission also "shal l

conduct monitoring sweeps to

ascertain whether the pirate

radio broadcasting identified

by enforcement sweeps is

continuing and whether

additional pirate radio

broadcasting is occurring. "

Under the new law, the FCC

wi l l change its rules so that it

proceeds directly to issuance

of a Notice of Apparent Liabi l i ty

(NAL) without first issuing a

Notice of Unl icensed Operation

(NOUO).

The FCC wi l l develop and

publ ish a database of al l

l icensed AM and FM

broadcasters, accessible

directly from the FCC

home page.

The FCC is also

required to publ ish a l ist

of "al l entities that have

received a Notice of

Unl icensed Operation,

Notice of Apparent

Liabi l i ty, or forfeiture

order," as wel l as "each

entity. . . operating

without a Commission

l icense or authorization. "

The law defines pirate

radio broadcasting as

transmitting within the

AM andFM bands without

an FCC l icense, but

excluding unl icensed

operations in

compl iance with Part 15.



Official 2020 BIARC roster

Carnett, Wi l l iam, AH6FC




