
  

 

     It was late September, and Stan Froseth, 

AH6KO, was buried in a pile of 55 log sheets, 

with more on the way. Grid Madness! 2021 – 

the eighth annual event – had seen good ac-

tivity, once again, and Stan, the coordinator, 

was busy, busy, busy. 

   “By late October, the dust will settle and you 
can read the annual Summary and 
Results,” he reported. “In the meantime, I’ll 
share a few highlights.” 
 
   -- Participation down from 2020:  
    Number of logs received appears to be 
down a bit. Some of the "big guns" were silent 
this year. But others 
like KH6HI (69 claimed contacts) and KH6D 
(50 claimed) stepped up. 
   Thanks, Bert and Ron! 
 
    -- New call signs heard:  
   A bunch of new ops for 2021.  
   Reagan WH6OMG 
turned in a superb first time-effort with about 
30 contacts (including a 
relay). Welcome! 
 
   -- The new game in town: 6 meters.  
   A robust turnout on 50Mhz, and 
especially on Oahu and the Big Island. Mitch 
NH6JC was on six from Kauai 
and connected with Steve KH6WG on Oahu. 

 

 

 

Grid Madness 2021:  
New participants, new band, and a few surprises!  

On Zoom in September, 
Stan Froseth, AH6KO, 
invited all hams to par-
ticipate in the 8th annu-
al Grid Madness. He 
went over the basics 
and fielded questions 
about the fun statewide 
simplex event, touch-
ing on some of the 
highlights of the first 
seven contests. 

Continued on next  page 

 

   “From the Ground Up” 

was the focus of Part I of a 

two-part presentation on 

grounding and bonding at 

the Aug. 14 BIARC Zoom 

gathering. 

    President William 
Polhemus, NH6ET,  will 
offer Part II, “Getting Down 

to Earth,” aka “From the 
Top Down,” at  the 2 p.m. 
Oct. 9 session.  Together, 
the programs will serve as 
a condensed version of a 
multifaceted and technical 
course of study in the im-
portance of a well-grounded 
amateur radio setup and 
instructions for the proper 
installation of all necessary 
components, William ex-
plained. His initial session 
was recorded, and can be 
viewed now via a link on 
our website, biarc.net. Also 
included in the October 
meeting will be discussion 
of ARRL and ARES. 

Next up: 

Grounding and 

bonding crash 

course, Part II 

"KH6D Grid Madness, ICOM style."  

Photo by KH6D 
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   -- Crazy relay on 1.25 meters:  
   Craig KH6CP (Oahu) connected with Jeremy 
KH7CN (Puna on the Big Island) via relay through 
Roy WH6FYK. Roy was on Mauna Loa. 
 
   -- Return to Mauna Loa:  
   Also on the mountain -- WH6GOG. Gerald and Roy 
join the elite group of hams that have experienced the 
high altitude simplex experience. 
   Stan sez: "Thanks to all!” 
   Want to be added to the Grid Madness email 
list? Send a note to 
AH6KO@arrl.net. 

"At QTH of AH6V in Hamakua."  

“Mad Crab,”          

the 2021 Grid     

Madness mascot.             
(Logo purchased 

from gograph.com) 

 

GRID MADNESS: 

From previous page 

"WH6FYK       

Super-Mobile   

at BK29fm 

(Mauna Loa)"  

 

Photo by WH6FYK 

Photo by AH6V 

mailto:AH6KO@arrl.net
http://gograph.com/
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William, NH6ET

   At the September Zoom 

meeting, Vice President 

Jim Huntley, WH6FQI, of-

fered an update on the 

WSPR beacon. He said he 

and Gary Schwiter, 

WH6EPS, installed it at the 

Mauna Loa site in August. 

“I’m pretty impressed 

what it can do with a small 

amount of power,” Jim 

reported. As an example, 

in the previous 24 hours, 

stations from as far away 

as Africa had made con-

tact. 

   “It’s amazing,” said Jim. 
He and Gary will continue 
to tweak and make adjust-
ments to expand its reach 
on other bands. 

Jim, 

WH6FQI

WH6FQI 
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Joseph Speroni, AH0A, shares this report: 
 
Aloha, 
   Edward ("Ned”) Conklin (KH7JJ) runs the Hawaii Incoming QSL Bureau, He operates the system that delivers 
"real QSL cards" in the background without the deserved recognition. It's been some time since he gave us an up-
date on the bureau's activities. Here's a short one just received. 
   “The Incoming DX QSL bureau is alive and well. We've usually been 
processing about 7000 cards a year, but so far only about 4,000 in 2021. There's a continued shift to LOTW, and 
poor propagation on the higher HF bands hasn't helped. But still many hams like to receive paper cards. 
   “We mail cards periodically or otherwise get them picked up for about 135 active accounts, but we're accumulating 
cards for at least a hundred more calls that don't yet have an account or other way of receiving bureau cards. 
   “If you don't have an account with the bureau and think you might have 
cards waiting for you, e-mail me at kh7jj@arrl.net, and I'll be happy to check the files. 

Best 73 de Ned, KH6JJ” 
 

BTW: the ARRL runs an outgoing QSL Bureau for members. It offers a less 
expensive way to send cards to DX location  

Incoming bureaus. 
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/QSL/Outgoing QSL_Rules_Jan_2021.pdf 

ARRL Pacific Section 
Section Manager: Joseph Speroni, AH0A 

HI Incoming QSL Bureau chief                                                      

Ned Conkin, KH7JJ, offers update 

Elections set for November Zoom general membership meeting 

mailto:kh7jj@arrl.net
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/QSL/Outgoing%20QSL_Rules_Jan_2021.pdf
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The world is changing and so is amateur radio. As a “fly on the wall” there are plenty of ways 
that we can monitor the conversations across the nation and the world about the future of our 
hobby. We can “tune-in” to what leaders are talking and writing about. We can also observe 
what new and long time operators are doing. A prolific number of surveys are published on-line 
showing everything from why people joined our ranks, to what modes are most popular. This in-
formation sheds light on the future of amateur radio, and how the Amateur Radio Service will 
continue to be relevant in our modern society. Anyone who follows ARRL’s QEX and similar 
publications will conclude that there is still a significant cohort of stations who are pushing the 
envelopes of physics, science, and engineering. It is an exciting time for our hobby. 

 
A common theme in the SEC-ARES discussions group @ groups.io is the need to attract a new 
generation of amateur stations. Contrary to the grumblings sometimes heard from long time op-
erators, there are significant numbers of youth striving for proficiency in STEM fields. Many of 
these people are young women.  Are we representing our hobby in way that will to appeal to 
them? 

 
Do we ever stroke our egos by displaying an overwhelming knowledge of topics, which people 
new to the hobby could not hope to grasp? If so, perhaps we would better serve our hobby by 
instead striving to meet people at their knowledge level, and become teachers.  Are we prepared 
to encourage people new to amateur radio by showing them that they can indeed learn the nec-
essary topics, step by step. Are we prepared to be mentors? 
 

Entrepreneurs in the technology space have often attributed their successful career, at least in 
part to their early involvement in Amateur Radio. We have much to offer to attract youth into our 
hobby. The potential to increase knowledge and understanding through low cost, hands on pro-
jects offers a greater potential for learning than ever before. These types of projects can re-
invigorate amateur radio, and contribute to the success of our hobby and our nation. 
 

Throughout its history, amateur radio enthusiasts have made significant contributions to science, 
engineering, industry, and social services. Research by amateur radio operators has founded 
new industries, built economies, empowered nations, and saved lives in times of emergency.  
(See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_amateur_radio) 

 
Re-inventing our image and some targeted “marketing” can bring youth to the beloved hobby 
that we have enjoyed for so many years. I believe that everyone would agree that we wish to 
pass on our rich legacy of experimentation and problem solving to future generations. This lega-
cy has been embodied by Amateur Radio operators for over a hundred years. 
 

What will bring youthful operators to our ranks? We can reach out to schools, provide opportuni-
ties to learn practical skills, and introduce curious minds to the rich variety of low cost projects 
which often will involve everything from soldering to systems integration to coding. An under-
standing of technologies both old and new will empower our youth to achieve great things. 
These are indeed exciting times. 

73, 
Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 

What will bring youthful operators to our ranks?  
It is an exciting time for our beloved hobby 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_amateur_radio
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   In cooperation with the Finnish Ama-

teur Radio League (SRAL), the Fin-

land Museum of Technology in Helsin-

ki hosted an exhibition of equipment 

built by radio amateurs.  

   The exhibit, "A Spark Started it -- 

100 years of Finnish radio amateur 

construction," ran through August.  

   SRAL co-designed the exhibit as 

part of its 100th anniversary celebra-

tion.  

   "At the Finnish Museum of Technol-

ogy, we are particularly excited about 

the exhibition, because experimenting 

with new forms of cooperation is re-

warding," the museum said.  

   "As a national special museum in 

the field of technology, we are able to 

provide a good setting for the exhibi-

tion and a wide audience that might 

not otherwise find its way to the topic." 

SRAL centenary special event station 

OH100SRAL will be on the air through 

year's end.  

Finland Museum of Technology

(Homebrew-TX) 

“A Spark Started it -- 100 

years of Finnish radio  

amateur construction" 
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The BIARC Treasurer’s Report 
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