
  

 

 

  

T h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  B i g  I s l a n d  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  C l u b  

 

By Outgoing Board    

Member Leslie Hittner  

   The January Executive 

Board meeting will be my 

last – and only because the 

new board has not yet 

named its officers. Once the 

new Board President has 

been named, I will step 

aside, and that person will 

take over the meeting. As 

you might expect that officer 

decision will be the first 

agenda item – after the minutes 

and Treasurer’s Reports have 

been read and approved.  

A Place to Meet  
   The very first agenda item for 

the New Board will be our per-

manent meeting place. It seems 

that an organization has rented 

the meeting room for every Sat-

urday of the next three months. 

It is probably a good revenue 

source – which we are not. I Continued on Page 3 

Continued on next page 

Good food, good friends and good fun. 

Alan KH6ATU 

caught, prepared 

and shared salm-

on from Alaska. 

Paul WH7BR brought freshly 

roasted turkey and the fixin’s. 

Photos by Joe 

WH6FZH 

Members enjoy first Christmas party in two years on Dec. 10 in Keaau . 

A  BIARC 
Christmas 

UPDATE: 
Important info 
about January 
club gathering 

   After lengthy reconnais-
sance, President Les 
Hittner K0BAD has found 
a site for our January get-
together, but the meeting 
will be on Sunday, in-
stead of the usual Satur-
day. All are invited to 
meet at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 15, at Kamana Sen-
ior Center at 127 Kamana 
St. in Hilo.  
   A Zoom linkup re-

mained uncertain at 

Hamgram press time. 

Please check BIARC 

Listserv prior to Sun-

day's meeting for up-

dated information. 

The  
President’s 

Corner 

have contacted Roann S. 

Okamura, the EAD Opera-

tions Director at the Kamana 

Center here in Hilo. She was 

very receptive but the facility 

in Hilo is extremely busy. 

She will talk with upper man-

agement, and I am to get 

back with her on Tuesday, 

January 03. At this point, I 

would be happy to be able to 

get our meeting there just in 

January. I also got the im-

pression that she was going 

to speak with the Keaau 

Recreation Center Director 

about our situation.  

K0BAD 

A Time to Step Down  
A Place For Storage  
   BIARC is running out of 

places to store what it 

has. Whether that is old 

club records or club 

equipment, it is critical 

that the Executive Board 

maintain control and be 

responsible for this 

BIARC property. It is far 

too easy for club “stuff” to 

become member “stuff” 

when there is no chain of 

control.  

   Over the last two 
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months, the Executive Board 

has decided to add equipment 

drawings to incentivize mem-

bers to attend club events in 

person rather than over Zoom.  

   This means that the Board 

will be acquiring prize material. 

Some of this is already being 

collected – from the shacks of 

deceased Amateur Radio Op-

erators on the Island.  

   Unless we get permission to 

keep our Lending Library at 

our meeting place, BIARC 

needs a place to store it be-

tween meetings.  

   Simply put – BIARC needs a 

place to store its stuff.  

   If YOU have an unused out-

building or know of one that 

BIARC could use that is afford-

able (if not free) please let a 

BIARC Executive Board mem-

ber know.  

A Challenge for BIARC  
   Let us lower the average age 

of BIARC membership over 

the next two years by introduc-

ing high school students to the 

Amateur Radio Service. Let’s 

schedule Amateur Radio li-

censing classes for young peo-

ple. Let’s figure out what at-

tracts them and use that to 

publicize our hobby. Keep in 

mind – what attracts them 

most likely will not be what 

attracted us. Good luck to the 

New Executive Board. 

Leslie Hittner, K0BAD  

The  

President’s    

Corner 
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   On January 1, 2023, an international year-long 

amateur radio contest to honor Guglielmo Mar-

coni began, and is appropriately titled, "Marconi 

was here!"  

   The main objective of the contest is to historically 

commemorate some of the most important and sig-

nificant Italian cities where Marconi performed scien-

tific experiments.  

   Marconi conducted experiments in radio engineer-

ing, long-distance communications, radio direction 

finding, and many others.  

   Overall, the experiments were crucial to the tech-

nical and scientific advancement and progress of 

wireless communications.  

   Each month is dedicated to a specific Italian city 

connected to the story of Marconi and is paired to a 

different special call sign. The "MARCONI WAS 

HERE!" award is an international amateur radio 

award organized by A.R.I. Fidenza Radio Club in 

collaboration with A.R.I. Associazione Radioamatori 

Italiani and the Marconi Museum. Further details 

about the special call signs, special certificates, and 

all of the rules are available on the official web-

site www.arifidenza.it.  

   Chrissy Rockwell, WI1N, 

announces her new book 

on how to set up an HF 

station. 

   In a letter to the BIARC 

Executive Board, she said 

“I am a fellow ham and 

wanted to share with you 

that I recently published a 

book called "How to Set Up 

a High Frequency (HF) Ra-

dio Station <https://

www.amazon.com/How-

High-Frequency-Radio-

Station/dp/0979485045/> " Marconi conducted experiments in radio engi-

neering, long-distance communications, radio 

direction finding, and many others.  

Year-long international 

contest honors Marconi 

New book teaches technical AND non-

technical hams how to build HF station 

to help technical and nontech-

nical hams build an HF station. 

   “If you know any new hams 

that want a reference on how 

to set up an HF station from 

start to finish, including how to 

crimp, how to prepare wires, 

weatherproofing, installing 

connectors, bonding to house 

ground, etc., please share with 

them the above link. 

   “I hope it will prove useful to 

prospective and veteran hams 

that are interested in getting 

into HF.” 

http://www.arifidenza.it/
http://www.ari.it/
http://www.ari.it/
https://www.museomarconi.it/welcome/
http://www.arifidenza.it/
https://www.amazon.com/How-High-Frequency-Radio-Station/dp/0979485045/
https://www.amazon.com/How-High-Frequency-Radio-Station/dp/0979485045/
https://www.amazon.com/How-High-Frequency-Radio-Station/dp/0979485045/
https://www.amazon.com/How-High-Frequency-Radio-Station/dp/0979485045/
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   Congressman Bill Johnson 
(OH-6) introduced a bill in the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
(H.R.9670) on Thursday, De-
cember 22, 2022, to eliminate 
private land use restrictions 
that prohibit, restrict, or impair 
the ability of an Amateur Radio 
Operator from operating and 
installing amateur station an-
tennas on property subject to 
the control of the Amateur Ra-
dio Operator. 

   The exponential growth of 
communities subject to private 
land use restrictions that pro-
hibit both the operation of Am-
ateur Radio and the installation 
of amateur station antennas 
has significantly restricted the 
growth of the Amateur Radio 
Service. These restrictions are 
pervasive in private common 
interest residential communi-
ties such as single-family sub-
divisions, condominiums, co-
operatives, gated communi-
ties, master-planned communi-
ties, planned unit develop-
ments, and communities gov-
erned by community associa-
tions. The restrictions have 
particularly impacted the ability 

of Amateur Radio to fulfill its 
statutorily mandated duty of 
serving as a voluntary noncom-
mercial emergency communi-
cations service. 

   Congress in 1996 directed 
the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to promul-
gate regulations (Public Law 
104-104, title II, section 207, 
110 Stat. 114; 47 U.S.C. 303 
note) that have preempted all 
private land use restrictions ap-
plicable to exterior communica-
tions facilities that impair the 
ability of citizens to receive tele-
vision broadcast signals, direct 
broadcast satellite services, or 
multichannel multipoint distribu-
tion services, or to transmit and 
receive wireless internet ser-
vices. ARRL attempts to obtain 
similar relief for Amateur Radio 
were rejected by the FCC with 

a statement such relief would 
have to come from Congress. 

   ARRL Legislative Advocacy 
Committee Chairman John 
Robert Stratton, N5AUS, noted 
that Congress, in 1994 by Joint 
Resolution, S.J.Res.90/
H.J.Res.199, declared that reg-
ulations at all levels of govern-
ment should facilitate and en-
courage the effective operation 
of Amateur Radio from resi-
dences as a public benefit. He 
continued by stating that 
"H.R.9670, the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Preparedness Act, 
is intended to fulfill that mandate 
and preserve the ability of Ama-
teur Radio Operators to contin-
ue to serve as a key component 
of American critical communica-
tions infrastructure." 
  ARRL President Rick Roder-

ick, K5UR, and Mr. Stratton 

both extended on behalf of the 

ARRL, its Members, and the 

Amateur Radio community their 

thanks and appreciation for the 

leadership of Rep. Johnson in 

his tireless efforts to support and 

protect the rights of all Amateur 

Radio Operators. 

Congressman introduces bill to eliminate private         
land use restrictions on Amateur Radio 

https://www.arrl.org/files/file/HR9670/HR9670-Amateur-Radio-Emergency-Preparedness-Act.pdf
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   As announced in the January 2023 issue 
of QST, ARRL is holding the year-long operating 
event, Volunteers On The Air (VOTA), honoring 
all ARRL volunteers. 

In similar 
fashion to 
the 2014 
ARRL Cen-
tennial 
QSO Party 
and the 
2018 Inter-
national 
Grid 
Chase, this 
event will 
be exclu-
sively driv-
en by con-
tacts up-
loaded to 
Logbook of The World (LoTW). 

Highlights of the event include: 

Earning points for contacting W1AW porta-
ble stations: There will be week-long activa-
tions of portable W1AW/# stations in all 50 
states, and in several US possessions/territories, 
which will generate on-air activity to earn points. 
Each state will be activated twice. The schedule 
of when each state will be activated will be up-
dated as changes and additions occur. See the 
Points Table at www.arrl.org/volunteers-on-the-
air for the full list of points. 

Volunteers On The Air Contacting ARRL volunteers or members on 
the air: ARRL Officers, Directors, Section Man-
agers (and their appointees), staff, and even do-
mestic and DX members, can be contacted for 
points. 

Using LoTW (http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-
world) as the contacts data source, the Volun-
teers On The Air event features W1AW activa-
tions from all 50 states (twice) and several terri-
tories during 2023. Weeks will begin on a 
Wednesday and end on a Tuesday. Some 
weeks will be shown as off weeks to avoid other 
major operating events. 

Participants will work W1AW portable stations 
and ARRL volunteers to earn contact points. 

Participants do not need to upload to, or partici-
pate in, LoTW. Uploads to LoTW by W1AW port-
able stations and by the volunteers will feed the 
points scoring system. 

A leaderboard will be activated after the event 
ramps up, and certificates will be available dur-
ing and after the event concludes. Once the year 
is completed, an annual summary will be re-
leased. 

If you review the state activations list and notice 
your state is not yet indicating a host, and you 
have interest in activating your state, consider 
reaching out to your Division Director to express 
your club's interest. 

For information and continued updates, visit the 

VOTA website at www.arrl.org/vota. 

http://www.arrl.org/volunteers-on-the-air
http://www.arrl.org/volunteers-on-the-air
http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world
http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world
http://www.arrl.org/vota
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The Original Big Island of Hawaii  

International Swap Meet / Ham Fest 

The Big Island of Hawaii International Swap meet will be Saturday January 28, 2023, at the 

Waimea Community Center, next to the ball field off Mamalahoa Highway in Waimea (Kamuela). 

There will be a $10.00 donation per table per seller. 

There will be a $5.00 donation per attendee at time of registration. 

One raffle ticket included with registration.  Additional tickets $1.00. 

Schedule: 

8:00 am - breakfast at Hawaiian Style Cafe 

9:00 am - vendor setup 

9:30 am - Doors open to public. Be sure to get your raffle 

tickets for the "Big ticket item" 

12:30 pm – AMSAT Presentation 

2:00 pm - Event ends 

Guest Speaker this year: 

Our guest speaker is Craig Bledsoe, KL7H.  He will be giving a situation report and demonstration 

of AMSAT.  In addition, he will talk about his work in restoring tube radios which are donated to 

scouts. 

Information: 

There will be surprise giveaways throughout the day.  

Please note: This is a non-commercial event that promotes the trading of equipment and information 

between hams and the general public and to promote the open exchange of exploring Ham radio as 

a hobby. 

Talk in 146.940 Maui Repeater, 147.32 Waimea, and 443.650 (100 Hz tone) Kona 

This is an event sponsored by the Kohala Hamakua Radio Club (KHRC). 

This is an Island wide event, be sure to tell all your radio friends. 

For more information contact: Steve Milner – wh6n@arrl.net 

The BIARC Winter Field Day, 

originally scheduled for January 

28, has been called off so folks 

can attend this popular event in 

Waimea. Plans for a “caravan” 

from Hilo/Puna up to Waimea 

that day will be discussed at the 

Sunday, January 15, monthly 

BIARC get-together. 
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