
  

 

 

  

 

T h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  B i g  I s l a n d  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  C l u b  

 

Other countries: 
Of cultures, chow 

and comms 

The PresidenT’s 

Corner 
Alan Okinaka, 

KH6ATU 

   I recently made my first visit to Australia 
and New Zealand, and I felt the excitement 
of making new friends and acquaintances, 
discovering interesting places, and new 
flavors that would challenge my taste 
buds. However, the latter did not happen.  
   I now understand why we have Korean, 
Japanese, Indian, Chinese, Thai, Hawai-
ian, and Filipino restaurants here, but there 
are no Australian restaurants. Seems like 
the Australians did not spend much time 
creating good eats. 
   It was about the same in New Zealand, 
but I found the food better tasting there. 
But besides the Maori hangi cooking, 
which is similar to the Hawaiian imu cook-
ing, I am not sure what we would call offi-
cial “New Zealand cuisine.” 
   But, enough about food. As I have done 
on other trips, my mind visited the culture 
of people in another country with different 
values and priorities.  
   I wondered if not understanding the cul-
ture and traditions of Australia and New 
Zealand would lead to conflicts and misun-
derstandings. I couldn't help thinking of the 
war between Ukraine and Russia. Did the 
war start because there was an erosion of 
understanding. This is probably naive of 
me to think it could be that simple. 
   But, this led me to think of amateur radio 
operators who cross international borders 
simply for the enjoyment of conversation 
with hams in foreign lands. Would I be fur-
ther naive to think that ham radio commu-
nications could increase our understanding 
of other countries, and make a significant 
contribution towards attaining and main-
taining world peace? An intriguing thought. 

BIARC meeting info 

   The club now gets together on the second Sunday of the month 

at Kamana Senior Center at 127 Kamana St. in Hilo. 

   The Executive Board meets at noon, with the membership gath-

ering following at 2 p.m. Zoom access is provided courtesy of Les 

Hittner, K0BAD, at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?

pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09 

Photos by Mark Watanabe, WH6FSA 

Hilo Field Day held June 24  

                 at Kuhio  

                      Kalanianaole  

                             Park 

   The 

BIARC 

gang gath-

ered Satur-

day, June 

24, for the 

annual 

Field Day 

event at 

Hilo’s 

Kuhio Kala-

nianaole 

Park. 

Chairman 

Joe Rosen-

baum, 

WH6FZH, 

reports 

highlights 

on Page 2. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5181360132?pwd=bTVFTG5HZXowYVJ6OHpFcEV1dHJRUT09
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Pop-up restaurant, with 

potluck goodies and on-

site gourmet chefs 

WH7BR and WH6EPS. 

BIARC Field Day 

From previous page 

KH6KU scored a voice con-

tact with the Johnson Space 

Center Amateur Radio Club, 

above. At right, WH6FZH 

offers a peek at some of the 

Field Day equipment. 

   About 30 people turned out 
for the BIARC Field Day, re-
ported event chairman Joe 
Rosenbaum, WH6FZH. Re-
sults included 9 voice con-
tacts (including one by Roy 
Kunishige, KH6KU, to the 
Johnson Space Cen-
ter Amateur Radio Club, 
which also acts as an EOC); 
26 FT8 contacts; two 6-meter 
contacts and one 220 mhz 
band contact. And during the 
main staged event of the day 
– The Fox Hunt – KH6KU 
emerged victorious in the di-
rection-finding contest.  
   “To allow the use of multiple 
radios without receiver dam-
age, and to mitigate the inter-
ference between the radios, 
we used three-stage stub fil-
ters on each to notch out the 
HF band of the other active 
HF radio, and/or the dedicat-
ed 6m radio,” said Joe. 
“Those then went through low 
pass filters on their way to the 
antennas to block out the 
2M/1.25m/ 70cm GOTA sta-
tion.  
   “Similarly, we used the high 
pass side of a diplexer to 
block the HF stations from 

harming the GOTA sta-
tion’s receiver. We had up 
to 80dB of isolation be-
tween each of the radios,” 
he explained. 
   Another popular activity 
was the Famous Field Day 
Food Tent. Folks brought 
potluck items to share, 
including freshly made fare 
from a couple of the club’s 
top chefs – Gary Schwiter, 
WH6EPS, manning the 
hotdog grill and Paul 
Ducasse, WH7BR, presid-
ing over his portable pizza 
oven. 
   “Paul made pizza at 
Field Day. He made the 
dough right there and we 
had fresh, wonderful piz-
za,” said Joe. “Also, Hank 
made a nice clam chow-
der and other people 
brought along food for 
all of us.” 

Kuhio Kalanianaole Park in Hilo 

WH6FQI photo 

Roy Kunishige, KH6KU, winner of the fox hunt, 

proudly hoists the tupperware fox! At right, Avila 

Thomas, WH6GWL, also enjoys the moment. 
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Club president     
remembers NH7FY 

   BIARC President Alan Okinaka, 
KH6ATU, expresses the club’s 
sympathy to Barbara’s family on 
the mainland and noted she will be 
sorely missed here in Hawaii, as 
well.  
   “Barbara had a fun side which I 
had the privilege of knowing,“ said 
Alan. “She was devoted to making 
sure we had the Friday lunch at 
Pond’s for ham operators and 
friends.   
   “With announcements on the 
morning net on Friday and text 
messages, she gathered us for an 
enjoyable lunch.   

   BIARC has lost a club stalwart and dear friend: 

Barbara Darling, NH7FY, passed away at age 88 on 

Saturday, June 24 – Field Day.  

   For more than two decades, she served BIARC in 

many ways, including multiple terms as president, 

and was one of the catalysts of public service out-

reach. She and her husband, 

Richard, AH7G, SK, joined 

BIARC early in the new millenni-

um and were soon indispensa-

ble to ham operators in the 50
th
 

state and beyond. 

   Richard had been a ham since 

his teenage years in Panama. 

Barbara was newly licensed, 

and quickly getting into the 

groove. 

   For many years, Barbara ran the Hawaii QSL Bu-

reau, coordinating the processing of several hun-

dred thousand QSL cards by the time she retired. 

   A major thrust of the couple’s energy and devo-

tion on the amateur radio front went to bridging the 

communication gap between islanders in remote 

communities in far--off Yap State in the Federated 

States of Micronesia and family members in Hawaii 

and on the U.S. mainland. The Keaau couple also 

sent a steady stream of school and hygiene sup-

plies and ham radio equipment to the Micronesians 

over the years. The Darlings were the recipients of 

the ARRL 2016 International Humanitarian Award. 

The ARRL board cited the couple's support of past 

International Humanitarian Award winner John 

Bush, KH6DLK/V63JB, and their "significant materi-

al support" to his efforts in the Federated States of 

Micronesia. 

   Barbara Hess Darling was born in Kingston, Pa., 

worked in the banking industry and was a licensed 

practical nurse. She was a member of Hilo United 

Methodist Church. 

   Dodo Mortuary is handling funeral arrangements. 

Visitation will be from 9-10 a.m. Thursday, July 13, 

at the Dodo Mortuary Chapel, with a memorial ser-

vice at 10 a.m. Graveside urn committal service will 

follow at Hawaii Veterans Cemetery No. 2.  

   Barbara is survived by children, David Robbins of 
Peru, Mass., Judith Delbene of Lake City, Fla., and 
Michael (Krystal) Robbins of Denison, Texas; step-
children, Barbara (Steve) Naslund of Prescott, Ariz. 
and Richard (Ria) Darling of Stafford, Va.; brothers, 
Richard (Carla) Hess and Henry (Kathleen) Hess; 
sister, Nancy Allen; sister-in-law, Nancy Darling; six 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren; cousins, 
nieces and nephews. 

Aloha ‘oe, NH7FY, 

we will miss you 

John Bush, at right, shares this photo of “The Three Musket-

eers” taken at “an earlier graduation celebration of our Microne-

sian community in Kona.” Richard, AH7G, SK, and Barbara Dar-

ling, NH7FY, SK, were the recipients of the ARRL 2016 Interna-

tional Humanitarian Award. In announcing the honor, the 

ARRL board cited the couple's support of past International 

Humanitarian Award winner Bush, KH6DLK/V63JB, and their 

"significant material support" to his efforts in the Federated 

States of Micronesia. 

NH7FY, SK 

Among our memo-

ries: Richard loved 

ice cream and Bar-

bara was famous 

for her lilikoi jelly. 

And the couple 

was known for 

their stylish 

matching aloha 

wear. 

   “Her humor was always with us 
because she gave us perspectives 
on every topic that made us smile 
and bust out laughing. 
   “I still remember when I first 
chatted with Richard and Barba-
ra at one of the BIARC meet-
ings.   
   “I had just joined BIARC and 
mentioned that my call sign was 
difficult to remember: WH6FZD.”  
   Barbara didn’t skip a beat.  
   She told Alan: “Five Zebras 
Dancing.”  
   “Although I subsequently 
changed my call sign to KH6A-
TU, I will never forget Five Zeb-
ras Dancing, and Barbara,” he 
said. 
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Aloha: 
    Thanks again to all of you who helped out with radio 
communications at the 2022 Volcano's 'Ohi'a Lehua 
Runs.  We have been asked again to provide radio com-
munications for this year's event.  Here are the particu-
lars: 
Date:  Saturday, July 29, 2023 
Location:  Volcano Village 
Start/Finish area:  Volcano School of Arts & Sciences 
(VSAS) - Old Volcano Road Campus 
Radio Operator Report Time:  6:15 a.m. at the NCS 
located at the VSAS campus. 

 

Congressmen 

resubmit bill    

to remove      

private land use 

restrictions on 

ham radio 
 
   Congressmen Bill Johnson (OH-06) and Joe 

Courtney (CT-02) reintroduced a bill in the US 

House of Representatives on June 12 -- H.R.4006 

— to remove private land use restrictions that pro-

hibit, restrict, or impair the ability of Amateur Ra-

dio operators from operating and installing rea-

sonable antennas on property that they own or 

control.  

   Similar legislation, H.R. 9670, was introduced 

by Johnson in 2022. 

   "I reintroduced the Amateur Radio Emergency 

Preparedness Act to remove barriers to disaster 

and emergency communications and training, and 

to promote education in STEM subjects related to 

critically needed wireless technology," Congress-

man Johnson said in a release. "Passage of this 

bill will promote developing and sustaining our 

nation's wireless future and facilitate and encour-

age amateur radio operations as a public benefit." 

   "As their actions during recent natural disasters 
such as Hurricane Sandy proved, amateur radio 
operators in Connecticut can be a critical compo-
nent of disaster response and emergency man-
agement. It is in our communities' best interest 
that we give them the capabilities to operate at 
the highest level, and with the re-introduction of 
this bill, we've taken a strong step in that direc-
tion," said Congressman Courtney. 

At the June 11 club session at Kamana Center, William 

Polhemus, NH6ET,  discusses the upcoming Field Day fox 

hunt and offers tips and techniques for success in pinpoint-

ing the location of the tricky little transmitter. 

June meeting rundown 
   The June 11 monthly  

members’ gathering was 

conducted by President Alan 

Okinaka, KH6ATU, from 2-4 

p.m. at Kamana Senior Cen-

ter in Hilo. 

   The main topic of discus-

sion was the plan for BIAR-

C’s annual Field Day on Sat-

urday, June 24. Venue: 

Kuhio Kalanianaole Park, 

with backup site to be nearby 

Reeds Bay. 

   William Polhemus, NH6ET, 

discussed the fox hunt to be 

held and offered tips for opti-

mum participation and tech-

niques and homebrew equip-

ment tweaks that can bump 

up the odds of locating the 

hidden transmitter. 

   You can perform well with 

detection enhancement tools 

you can “whip together out of 

your junk drawer,” William 

explained, offering several 

examples ranging from pretty 

simple to a bit more high-

tech. 

   Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI, 

reported on recent steps for-

ward relating to coordination 

of emcomms on the Big Is-

land.  

   The goal is a cohesive net-

work of amateur radio opera-

tors working together to pro-

vide communications to en-

sure public safety during 

times of crisis.   

   Of note: the Hawaii County 

Civil Defense Agency has 

formally committed to working 

with ARES. 

   Tony encourages volun-
teers, as stations and opera-
tors are needed in every area 
of Hawaii County. 

Race start times:  Half Marathon - 7:00 a.m.; 5K 7:15 
a.m. (4 hour cutoff - race ends at 11:00 a.m.) 
    Please let me know if you can participate as a radio 
operator in this year's race.  Also, please be sure 
to provide me your shirt size. 
    This is a great opportunity to practice our radio skills 
and provide a needed service for our community.  I hope 
you can join us!  Thank you! 

 73 & Aloha 
Doug Wilson 

KH7DQ 
Ph. 985-9362 

Hams invited to help with emcomms for Volcano’s July 29 ‘Ohi’a Lehua Runs 
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    Coordinator and net controller Doug Wilson, KH7DQ, 

invites all licensed amateur radio operators to participate in 

the Volcano VERT Radio Check Net on the second Satur-

day of each month. 

  The net starts promptly at 9 a.m. on the Volcano Re-

peater; 147.260 MHz; (pl 103.5 on the input only, 

i.e., transmit only). 

   “At the end of the regular two-round format on the 

Volcano Repeater, we will QSY to our alternate repeat-

er 442.150 MHz (Kulani Mauka; pl 100.0) for roll call 

and signal reports.  We will then close this portion of 

the Net and QSY to the Volcano VERT 146.490 

MHz simplex frequency,” said Doug. 

   “On our Volcano VERT simplex frequency (146.490 

MHz) we will do a roll call and exchange signal reports with 

each station until all stations on this frequency have been 

contacted.  This will conclude the Volcano VERT Radio 

Check Net. 

   “The purpose of this net is to 1) check our equipment, 2) 

test your ability to reach the Volcano Repeater, 3) check 

signals from various locations in the Volcano area and the 

East side of Hawaii Island, 4) have a short open discussion 

in a "normal" two-round net format, and 5) practice switching 

to our alternate emergency frequencies.  

   “Everyone should make sure that their radios are pro-

grammed with the above frequencies, offsets and pl tones.” 

Volcano VERT Radio Check Net held on second Saturday of the month 

   President Alan Okinaka, KH6ATU, 
offers this synopsis of the hobby of 
amateur radio that he found online. 
 
   Amateur radio, also known as ham radio, 
is a hobby and service that uses designat-
ed radio frequencies for non-commercial 
exchange of messages, wireless experi-
mentation, self-training, and emergency 
communications. Amateur ra-
dio operators, often called "hams," enjoy 
radio technology as a hobby. But it's also a 
service –a vital service that has saved lives 
when regular communication systems 
failed. 
 
   Hams use a variety of voice, text, image, 
and data communications modes over 
radio. They can communicate across town, 
around the world, or even into space. Ham 
radio can be used for: 

• Personal recreation: Hams use their 
radios to talk to friends and family, 
make new contacts around the world, 
and participate in contests and other 
activities. 

• Technical experimentation: Hams 
enjoy learning about and experiment-
ing with radio technology. They have 
made many important contributions to 
the development of radio, including the 
development of new modes of com-
munication and the invention of new 
radio equipment. 

• Emergency communications: Hams 
are often called upon to provide emer-
gency communications during disas-
ters or other events when regular 

communication systems are una-
vailable. They have played a vital 
role in providing communications 
during many major disasters, such 
as the 9/11 attacks and Hurricane 
Katrina. 

• Public service: Hams also volun-
teer their time to provide a variety of 
public service communications, 
such as weather monitoring, search 
and rescue, and event coordination. 
To operate a ham radio in the Unit-
ed States, you must pass an exami-
nation administered by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC). There are three levels of 
ham radio licenses: Technician, 
General, and Extra. The Technician 
license is the most basic license and 
allows you to operate on the most 
common ham radio frequencies. 
The General license allows you to 
operate on a wider range of fre-
quencies and use more powerful 
radios. The Extra license is the high-
est level of ham radio license and 
allows you to operate on all ham 
radio frequencies and use the most 
powerful radios. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about ham radio, there are many re-
sources available online and in your 
community.  
   You can find a local ham radio club by 
visiting the ARRL website: https://
www.arrl.org/find-a-club. The ARRL 
also offers a variety of resources for ham 
radio beginners, including books, maga-
zines, and online courses. 

In a nutshell, here’s an overview of       

the hobby of hams 

 

Hawaii Ham  
Radio classes 

via Zoom 

 
*Class Type Days / 

Times Dates  
Status* 

 

Technician —
Mondays 6 pm to 8 

pm 7/31/23 - 
9/18/23 Planned 

 
Technician —

Mondays 6 pm to 8 
pm 10/16/23 - 

11/27/23 Planned 
 

*To sign up,  
contact: Steve 

Kawamae:  
skawamae@ 
gmail.com 

https://www.arrl.org/find-a-club
https://www.arrl.org/find-a-club
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[HI-ARES] video from 

FEMA director on 

Amateur Radio     

EmComms 

HamAds  

From ARRL Newsletter 

   The Radio Society of Great Britain 
(RSGB) has received a generous dona-
tion of King Hussein of Jordan's UK am-
ateur radio equipment.  
   Queen Noor of Jordan chose to do-
nate the UK amateur radio equipment to 
the Society.  
   King Hussein, JY1 (SK), who died in 
1999, was a prolific radio amateur who 
made contacts with many hams from 
around the world.  
   He was known for operating modestly, 
never announcing himself as King Hus-
sein, but opting to go by “Hussein from 
Jordan” instead.  
   A permanent display is being orga-
nized at the RSGB National Radio Cen-
tre at Bletchley Park. 

 
From Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 
 
   Joe Speroni, AH0A, our ARRL Section 
Manager, asked me to re-send the follow-
ing link to the video presentation 
from Craig Fugate, KK4INZ.  
   Mr. Fugate is the director of FEMA.  
   His message was directed to emergency 
managers nationwide.  
   Starting at about the middle of the video 
of this presentation he focuses on the Ama-
teur Radio Service, its role in EmComms, 
and how it fits together with the govern-
mental side of emergency management.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=z0zk_jr4E7s  

From: Jeremy Punsalan, KH7CN 
 
PACKAGE DEALS FOR SALE 
Yaesu FT-710 AESS, in excellent con-
dition with original box and 
accessories, received new from HRO in 
December 2022 
Radio Shack 13.8v 25 amp power sup-
ply, VG condition 
$800 for the package 
Kenwood TS-570D, VG condition with 
hand mic and manual in original box, 
MARS modified for 60m 
Kenwood PS-430 power supply, VG 
condition in original box with schematic 
Kenwood MC-60 desk mic, VG condi-
tion in original box 
Kenwood MC-90 desk mic with Pyle 
replacement mic on original desk stand, 
VG condition in original box 
Kenwood SP-820 base speaker with 
cable and service manual, VG condition 
$500 for the package 
 
INDIVIDUAL EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
Kenwood SP-990 base speaker, excel-
lent condition with cable in original box 
$200 
Kenwood SP-890 base speaker, excel-
lent condition with cable in original box 
$100 
Pyramid PSV500 50 amp variable 12-
15v power supply, VG condition in 
original box. $50 
   All equipment works great. Operated 
indoors only by a non smoker/no pets 
shack. 
   ALL PRICES ARE FIRM. SERIOUS 
INQUIRIES ONLY, PLEASE.  
ALL SALES FINAL.  
LOCAL PICKUPS ONLY. 
Contact me via email 
at  kh7cn@yahoo.com 
Mahalo for looking, Jeremy KH7CN.  

Pyramid 12-15v 50 

amp power supply, 

$50. 

Yaesu FT-710 AESS 

with power supply, 

$800; two pics of 

same transceiver, in 

box/open box. 

Kenwood TS-570D with power supply, (2)desk mics            

and speaker, $500. 

Kenwood SP-890 

speaker, $100; and 

Kenwood SP-990    

speaker, $200. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0zk_jr4E7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0zk_jr4E7s
mailto:kh7cn@yahoo.com
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Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 

From previous page 
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From previous page 
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Lots of hard work, discussion, 

listening, training, camaraderie 

and heart-felt aloha go into 

successful emergency       

communications planning   

sessions for Hawaii County 
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Operating Activities Committee 

Chair John Bush, KH6DLK 

Education and  

Outreach Committee 

Chair Leslie Hittner, K0BAD 

Programs Committee 

Chair James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Digital Systems Committee 

Chair James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Voice Repeaters Committee 

Chair William Polhemus, NH6ET 

Meeting Refreshments         

Committee 

Chair Robert Schneider, AH6J 

BIARC Hamgram 

Editor Leigh Critchlow, WH6LC 

Club website: https://biarc.net 

Executive Board officers 

and committee chairs 

President 

Alan Okinaka, KH6ATU 

Vice President 

James Huntley, WH6FQI 

Secretary 

Joseph Rosenbaum, 

WH6FZH 

Treasurer 

Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 

At-Large directors 

Roy Kunishige, KH6KU, and  

David Miller, KH6CZ 

KH6EJ station custodian 

William Polhemus, NH6ET 

Public Service/

Communications Committee 

Chair David Miller, KH6CZ 

~ 2023 BIARC Roster ~ 
[HawaiiARES]    

biweekly  
Winlink practice 

 
Aloha, HI ARES members: 

 A new Winlink practice 

started May 29. Please 

check your Winlink account 

for the instructions. 

   If you are not a member 

of this net and are interest-

ed in joining the Winlink 

practice, please send me a 

Winlink message (NH7IT). 

   If you want to learn more 

about Winlink, check out 

https://wavetalkers.com/

resources/digital/

winlink.php  

  

-- Van NH7IT ASEC-Pac 

 

https://biarc.net/
https://wavetalkers.com/resources/digital/winlink.php
https://wavetalkers.com/resources/digital/winlink.php
https://wavetalkers.com/resources/digital/winlink.php

