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   The BIARC Programs and 
Operating Activities Commit-
tees need input from club 
members regarding what 
programs and activities they 
would be interested in.  
   “We need this information 
ASAP, in order to make ar-
rangements and for budget-
ing purposes,” said  Joseph 
Rosenbaum, WH6JOE, the 
Operating Activities chair. If 
you have any ideas, please 
send an email to him 
at wh6joe@gmail.com.  
   Joe announced that the 
January member activity will 
be a presentation by William, 
NH6ET, on “Introduction to 
Decibels.” Learn how deci-
bels are used for power, an-
tenna and amplifier gain. The 
talk will also include infor-
mation about cable loss and 
filter performance. 
   Also, Tony, WH6DVI, will 
talk about the new ARRL/
ARES plan. 

QST, QST, QST: 
Ideas needed for 
2025 programs 
and activities 

 

BIARC’s annual  
holiday potluck party 

   Over the last few months, small 
bands of intrepid radioactive explor-
ers linked to BIARC have been on the 
hunt to get their POTA quota. Loca-
tions, equipment and hams have var-
ied for these ARRL Parks on the Air 
activities. 
   In late December, Duane, WH6HI, 
Shawn, WH6GXZ, and Joe, WH6JOE, 
went to Akaka Falls for a POTA acti-
vation. There were a couple of 
pileups, and WH6JOE made 132 
QSOs covering 37 states and 3 for-
eign countries. WH6HI had 39 con-
tacts.   
   The setup: 10 meter efhw, deployed 
horizontally, suspended from the van 
using a 10 ft pvc mast to the 25 ft  
sota beam mast. Radio: Yaesu ft-891, 
at 100 watts, hooked up to a battery 
(20 amh lipo4). 

WH6JOE photo 
As is tradition, the club’s December gathering was dedicated 
to food, fun and fellowship at the Kamana Senior Center in 
Hilo. (See Page 2 for more photos.) 

Photo by Joanne Farley 

WH6HI, WH6GXZ and WH6JOE on 

POTA excursion to Akaka Falls.  

In search of    
the POTA quota 

 

Waimea Hamfest 
Saturday, Feb. 15 
   The Hawaii Island Interna-
tional Hamfest will be held 
on Saturday, February 15, at 
the Waimea Community 
Center, next to the ballfield 
off Kawaihae Road in 
Waimea (Kamuela). 
   There will be a $10 dona-
tion per table per seller. 
There will be a $5 donation 
per attendee at registration. 

HI Volcanoes NP  —  WH6HI, above. 

mailto:wh6joe@gmail.com
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Food, fellowship 

abound at annual 

BIARC holiday 

potluck party 

Photos by WH6FSA 

   The group followed this up 
with a second POTA excur-
sion on Christmas Eve day 
at Hawaii Volcanoes Nation-
al Park.  
   On New Year’s Day, WH6HI 
and WH6JOE returned to the 
Volcano park and  from 

about 11:10 am to 1:10 pm 
reeled in 71 contacts span-
ning all across the mainland 
USA and a few other coun-
tries, such as Mexico, Brazil, 
Chile and Ecuador.  
    “We did a two-for activa-
tion. Duane called CQ and 
when he was done with the 

contact he would hand me 
the mic to work the same 
contact,” said Joe. “This 
was all on the technician 
voice portion of the 10 meter 
band from 28.300 MHZ to 
28.500 MHZ.” 
   They used an HFkits an-
tenna. www.hfkits.com  

P 
O 
T 
A 

From previous page 

http://www.hfkits.com/
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   One raffle ticket is included with regis-
tration.  Additional tickets will be available 
for $1 apiece. 
   Schedule: 
8 am - breakfast at Hawaiian Style Cafe 
9 am - vendor setup 
9:30 am - Doors open to the public. Be 
sure to get your raffle tickets for the "Big 
ticket item" 
12:30 pm – Presentation (TBD) 
1 pm - Event ends 
   Guest Speaker this year: To be deter-
mined. 
Information: 
   There will be surprise giveaways 
throughout the day. 
   Talk in on 146.940 Maui Repeater, 147.32 
Waimea Repeater (tone 100) 
   This is an event sponsored by the Koha-
la Hamakua Radio Club (KHRC). 
   This is an island-wide event, so tell all 
your radio friends. 
   For more information, contact Steve 
Milner – wh6n@arrl.net 
    Please note: This non-commercial event 
promotes the trading of equipment and 
information between hams and the general 
public and promotes the open exchange of 
exploring Ham radio as a hobby. 
 

 Waimea Hamfest 

set for Feb. 15 

 

   Hello, Hams: 
   I wanted to tell you how much I 
appreciated the last year heading 
the Big Island Amateur Radio 
Club. I've learned a lot and I con-
tinue to do so.  
   I have learned the basics of CW 
and its alluring draw. I'm still 
working on using my paddle but 
my head copy is definitely better 
than I had imagined.  
   I got to this point by using a 
couple of apps I found on the 
Google app store and an interest-
ing website that uses an interface 
for your paddle. The site was de-

veloped by Ham Radio Solutions 
and the interface is called the 
Vband. Duane WH6HI and I pur-
chased a couple of Vbands to 
help learn CW and the website 
has online training rooms as well 
as chat rooms you can use for 
practice and conversing via CW. 
The most interesting part is that 
anybody can use the site for free. 
This has brought a ton of people 
into learning CW and making it 

so they want to delve deeper into 
Ham radio.  
I've also started using an interest-
ing part of the USB protocol to my 
advantage. USB PD (power deliv-
ery) has the ability to output more 
than just 5 volts. I've found trigger 
boards that range the spectrum. 
From 5, 9, 12, 15, 20, and now 28 
volts.  

An interesting web-

site uses an interface 

for your paddle or 

straight key. The site 

was developed by 

Ham Radio Solutions 

and the interface is 

called the Vband.  

mailto:wh6n@arrl.net
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By Hank Kaul, KH6HAK 

 
   Well I THOUGHT I had survived that lightning 
stroke.  
   But delayed consequences showed their ugly face.  
   I should first describe how an RF power amplifier 
transistor is physically constructed. There is not just 
one transistor junction inside that case. I have seen 
the insides, and there is typically 10 transistor dies 
inside, all connected in parallel. They all work togeth-
er to handle the rated power of the device. It is possible 
for a static pulse to destroy just one of those transistor 
junctions, and the device will keep on operating at slight-
ly reduced power, but in a weakened state. 
   So after the lightning flash, my IC-910H satellite radio 
for the V/U bands appeared to work fine for a couple 
weeks. Then I began to have intermittent power shut-

downs when transmitting. Turning the power output 
down a bit took care of the problem, but I suspected I had 
some antenna or line damage with VSWR causing the 
shutdowns. The problem kept happening at reduced pow-
er levels.  
   Next I examined my lightning arrestors outside at the 
mast. All looked OK, and my antenna analyzer showed 
the antennas and lines to be nominally OK.  
   So next I put the IC-910H radio on a dummy load, and to 
my dismay it continued to fault shutdown even at mini-
mum power. It was obvious then that the final PA transis-
tor had a cascading fault as the power handling capability 
went down and down as the transistor ‘dominoes’ inside 
failed. So my beloved IC-910H was toast. This was the 
radio I used to talk to the commander of the ISS on 2022 
Field Day. The radio is no longer made nor supported by 
Icom. 
   As incredible luck would have it, I discovered another 
IC-910H in excellent condition on eBay. I contacted the 
ham seller and negotiated a price and shipping. It cost me 
a grand, but… what price for a beloved radio?  

   I have been reduced to using my Yaesu FT-70D portable 
rig connected to my base antenna to work the Kulani re-
peater nets.  
   I asked for priority mail shipping, hoping to get it before 
Christmas. Unfortunately the seller opted to save a few 
bucks and sent it “Ground Advantage”. I have learned 
that postal method may be an ‘advantage’ on the main-
land, but not to Hawaii. Tracking packages they get to the 
west coast and stall. Probably aggregated to a container 
full, then shipped on a slow boat, then unloaded in Hawaii 

https://discord.gg/cEYkHuME 

 

Lightning does 
its damage 

as last priority. I have had ‘ground advantage’ 
packages stall for 30 days like this. Then sud-
denly one day they appear at my local post of-
fice and get delivered.  
  So maybe sometime in January, likely after this 
is published, I might have my ‘new’ old radio. 
   Now in an effort to NOT have this happen 
again, I will also be installing coax relays on the 
VHF and UHF antenna lines. When the system 
powers down, the radio will be switched into a 
dummy load, and the antenna lines will be dis-

connected. This method worked for the HF rig, 
and it is still transmitting.  
   But never underestimate lightning. Some call 
it ‘Thor’s Hammer’… for good reason. 

Check out BIARC on Discord 

https://discord.gg/cEYkHuME
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The PresidenT’s Corner 

From Page 3 

   The club gets together on the second Sunday 

of the month at Kamana Senior Center at 127 

Kamana St. in Hilo. All are welcome. 

   The Executive Board meets at noon, with the 

membership gathering following at 2 p.m.  

   Internet access is provided.  

   The link is shared on the BIARC website, https://

biarc.net, prior to the meeting. 

BIARC monthly meeting info 

   Not every power supply can do it but I've 
managed to squeeze out 12 volts at 2.5 amps 
from a couple of my USB battery supplies 
and more than a few plug-in chargers. Taking 
that 12 volts and feeding it to Anderson pow-
er plugs has become the way to go for me.  
   Between learning more about digital 
modes, finally getting a 40 meter telescopic 
vertical antenna for my Xiegu x6200 and get-
ting better at filming (I'm still working on edit-
ing), I look forward to what this next year will 
bring our way.  
   I'll be working on getting on the air by any 

means and hopefully making 
more contacts with you folks 
and anyone else that can hear 
me.  
   If anyone else is interested 

in learning CW or learning its 
history, feel free to reach out. 
We have a few Elmers who say 
they'll come out of retirement 
to help anyone interested.  
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     Happy New Year from the hard-working volunteers of the Big Island ARES Group. Here is the January 2025 
siren report, courtesy of Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO. 

Monthly Siren Report for January 2025 
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Access the club’s 

interactive website: 

biarc.net 

It’s that 

time of 

year: 

 

Dues  

are  

due 
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Nets alive & well in Hawaii: The annual  summary 


