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Board elects officers; members treated to user-friendly clinic on decibels 

BIARC off and running in the new year 

   The January 
membership pro-
gram featured 
“Decibels!” – an 
homage by Wil-
liam Polhemus, 
NH6ET, to the 
concept and his-
tory of decibels 
and their uses 
and importance 
to radio commu-
nications. For 
example, in de-
termining signal 
strength, power 
ratios, antenna 
gain and path 
budgets. 
   And after work-
ing through and 
demonstrating 

ET’s ‘easy mode for decibel math’ 

the various formu-
laic ways to employ 
decibels to work for 
us, NH6ET taught 
us his “easy mode 
for decibel math.” 
   If you need a re-
fresher, or missed 
NH6ET’s January 
presentation the 
first time around, 

his slide show is 
available in pdf 
format on the club 
website, biarc.net. 

   It also is printed, 
in full, at the end of 
this newsletter. 

 ***Meeting date change***  
 
   Due to Super Bowl Sunday falling on 
our regular meeting day, the next 
BIARC monthly sessions will take place 
on Sunday, February 16, at our regular 
venue: Kamana Senior Center at 127 
Kamana St. in Hilo.  
  The executive board meeting starts at 
noon (online access link: https://
meet.google.com/drq-zprg-fmt). 
   The regular membership gathering 
starts at 2 p.m. (online access link: 
https://meet.google.com/ooq-mmne-
ync) 
   Luke McKay, WH6GRW, will present a 
program on Meshtastic at the 2 p.m. 
session. 
   Meshtastic (tm) is an open-source net-
work application which is built on top of 
the LoRa protocol (which is itself devel-
oped and licensed by Semtech.)  
   According to the Meshtastic web-
site, meshtastic.org, it is "an open 
source, off-grid, decentralized, mesh 
network built to run on affordable, low-
power devices." While Meshtastic offers 
an optional basic encryption-free "Ham" 
mode, it is primarily designed to run 
with ISM band restrictions and offering 
fully encrypted group and station-to-
station messaging. 
   “I will provide a brief introduction to 
the chirp spread-spectrum modulation 
of LoRa packets, the modified flood 
routing algorithm of Meshtastic, some 
of the various hardware options availa-
ble, and some potential use cases of 
this network -- including emergency 
communications, remote sensing, asset 
tracking, and others,” says Luke. 
“Demo hardware will be available to 
connect with the dozens of nodes al-
ready online here in Hawaii.” 

https://meet.google.com/ooq-mmne-ync
https://meet.google.com/ooq-mmne-ync
http://meshtastic.org/
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The Original Big Island of 
Hawaii International Swap 

Meet / Hamfest 
  
   The Hawaii Island Interna-
tional Hamfest will be held 
on Saturday, February 15, 
at the Waimea Community 
Center, next to the ballfield 
off Kawaihae Road in 
Waimea (Kamuela). 
   There will be a $10 dona-
tion per table per seller. 
There will be a $5 donation 
per attendee at registration. 
   One raffle ticket is includ-
ed with registration.  Addi-
tional tickets will be availa-
ble for $1 apiece. 

   Schedule: 
8 am - breakfast at Hawaiian 
Style Cafe 
9 am - vendor setup 
9:30 am - Doors open to the 
public. Be sure to get your 
raffle tickets for the "Big 
ticket item" 

12:30 pm – Presentation 
1 pm - Event ends 
   Guest Speaker this 
year: To be determined. 

Information: 
   There will be surprise give-
aways throughout the day. 
   Talk in on 146.940 Maui 
Repeater, 147.32 Waimea 
Repeater (tone 100) 
   This is an event sponsored 
by the Kohala Hamakua Ra-
dio Club (KHRC). 
   This is an island-wide 
event, so tell all your radio 
friends. 
   For more information, con-
tact Steve Milner –
 wh6n@arrl.net 
    Please note: This non-
commercial event promotes 
the trading of equipment and 
information between hams 
and the general public and 
promotes the open ex-
change of exploring Ham 
radio as a hobby. 

Waimea Hamfest is Feb. 15  

KH6GG re-elected 

president of BIARC 

Executive Board 

   Thomas Avila, KH6GG, was re-elected 

club president at the first BIARC Execu-

tive Board meeting of the new year on 

Jan. 12. Others on the 2025 leadership 

team are Vice President David Miller, 

KH6CZ, Secretary Joseph Rosenbaum, 

WH6JOE, and Treasurer Tony Kitchen, 

WH6DVI. The seven-member board also 

includes two at-large directors, Mark 

Watanabe, WH6FSA, and Shawn Farley, 

WH6GXZ, and our KH6EJ station trus-

tee, William Polhemus, NH6ET. 

   Members of the club are encouraged 

to get involved at a committee level on 

one or more of the BIARC standing com-

mittees. There are many ways to help, 

and the committee activities vary widely. 

   As NH6ET noted, the committee level 

is where things happen. And the com-

mittees need “boots on the ground.” So, 

if you see a committee focus that inter-

ests you, hop aboard. 

   Here are the committees: 

   Public Service/Communications: Chair 

Les Hittner, K0BAD. 

  Operating Activities: Chair Joseph 

Rosenbaum, WH6JOE. 

  Education and Outreach: Chair David 

Miller, KH6CZ 

  Programs: Chair William Polhemus, 

NH6ET 

  Digital Systems: Chair Luke McKay, 

WH6GRW 

 Voice Repeaters: Chair Trevor Manago, 

KH6IM 

 Meeting refreshments: Chair Jim Tatar, 

WH6EMN 

   The BIARC board meets at noon on 
the second Sunday of each month, fol-
lowed by the 2 p.m. monthly member-
ship program, at Kamana Senior Center 
in Hilo. All members are welcome at 
both sessions, and the meetings are 
accessible live via the Internet. Find the 
links on our website, biarc.net. 

mailto:wh6n@arrl.net
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The Monthly Siren Test 

February 3, 2025 

Courtesy of the Big Island ARES Group 
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Continued on next page 

BIARC Executive Board 
Regular Meeting 
January 12, 2025 

Kamana Senior Center 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:01 pm by Board President Thomas Avila. A quorum of 6 board mem-
bers were present.  
Attendance: 

Board members: Thomas Avila, David Miller, Tony Kitchen, William Polhemus, Mark Watanabe and Jo-
seph Rosenbaum. 

 
Secretary’s Report and Minutes: 

William moved and David seconded to approve the November 2024 secretary’s report. Motion passed.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

See attached. Since December 2024, we have received $733 in dues and donations. Payments are still 
being processed. Joe moved and Thomas seconded to approve the November 2024 treasurer’s re-
port, subject to audit. Motion passed.  

 
At 12:10 pm, William moved and Tony seconded to recess the meeting due to excessive noise. Motion 
passed. At 12:18 pm Thomas resumed the board meeting. During recess Shawn Farley joined the meeting.  
 
Officers slate: 
William moved and Mark seconded to adopt the slate of officers as follows: President: Thomas Avila, Vice-
President: David Miller, Treasurer: Tony Kitchen, Secretary: Joseph Rosenbaum, At-Large Directors: Shawn 
Farley and Mark Watanabe. Motion passed. William Polhemus remains as club trustee. 

 

Committee Reports: 
Digital Systems: 

Discussion was held regarding the club Discord server. There is a need for an administrator and modera-
tor. A small percentage of the club membership moved over to this platform and some committee 
members may be out of the loop. Efforts will be made to reach out and see if they still want to be 
committee members.  

. William moved and Joe seconded to to nominate Luke McKay, WH6GRW, as chairperson of the digital sys-
tems committee. Motion passed.  
 
Education and Outreach: 

See report. Tony moved and William seconded to reaffirm David Miller as chairperson of the education 
and outreach committee. Motion passed. William moved and Tony seconded to accept the donation 
of a TV monitor from David KH6CZ and Fred WH6HAA, to be used in ongoing outreach activities. 
Motion passed.  

 
Operating Activities: 
Plans are in the works for two outings, Field Day (https://www.arrl.org/field-day)  and the CQWW SSB con-
test (https://cqww.com/) 

William moved and Thomas seconded to to reaffirm Joe as chairperson of the operating activities committee 
for 2025. Motion passed. 

 

Programs: 
Tony moved and ? seconded to reaffirm William as chairperson of the programs committee. Motion passed. 
The January 2025 program will be a presentation on decibels and a talk by Tony about the new ARES plan. 
The February program is to be determined. Discussion was held on upcoming programs, such as how to 
beat the noise and a club build project. 

 

https://www.arrl.org/field-day
https://cqww.com/
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BOARD MINUTES: From previous page 

Public Service Communications:  

William moved and Tony seconded to approve Les as interim chairperson of the public service communi-
cations committee. 

 

Voice Repeaters: 
Tony moved and David seconded to nominate Trevor KH6IM as chairperson of the voice repeaters com-

mittee. Motion passed. 
 

ETC. 

• William moved and Tony seconded to table the budget until the February meeting. Motion passed. 
William moved and Tony seconded to to renew the club’s membership in VOAD Voluntary Organizations Ac-
tive in Disaster(https://www.nvoad.org/ David donated the membership fee of $25. 

•  William moved and Joe seconded to reaffirm David Miller as the primary club representative to VOAD 
and their members, with Tony as alternate representative. Motion passed. 

• Shawn left at 1:15 pm. 
 Discussion was held on committees recruiting new members. 

 
The next meeting will be held on February 16th at the Kamana Senior Center in Hilo.. The Executive Board 
meeting will be at 12:00 pm and the regular club meeting will be at 2:00 pm.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Joseph Rosenbaum, 
 

Secretary 

https://www.nvoad.org/
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BIARC Operating Statement 
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KH6CZ photos show the hard-working club volunteers in action, bringing info on ham radio 

to the younger generations via community outreach programs.  

The E&OC Report January 2025 
 
 
- Education and Outreach Committee 
            Current Membership 
                    Fred Fischer (WH6HAA), Mark Watanabe (WH6FSA), Jim Tatar (WH6EMN), 
                                Joe Rosenbaum (WH6JOE), Les Hittner (K0BAD), David Miller (KH6CZ) 
 Recruitment 
                   Open solicitation of new Committee members. 
            Partnerships 
                    Confirmed Programs for most months of 2025. 
                        - Museum of Science and Technology with Puna Elementary Schools 
                        - YMCA Summer Program  
                    Potential /Planned Programs 
                        Senior Schools in Puna 
                        IEEE Engagement 
                        Volcano Arts and Science 
            Equipment and Supplies 
                    Donation of Video Monitor and Offboard Speaker to BIARC by Fred, David, and Les.    
                    ARRL/ARES and club materials donated by Tony and Les             
                    Club Banner by Mark for all BIARC and E&OC events. 
                    HF - Club radio (991a) or member rig donated by Mark. 
                    FM, FRS - Member radios (mobile, handi-talkie), battery, and antennas donated for 
                            events by Mark, Jim, and David. 
            Program Content 
                   The "E&OC Voice" was donated primarily by Joe with the able support of 
                            the balance of the "E&OC Crew" 
Video presentations under development, including apps/programs such as 
                            Global Universal Clock, Winlink, etc 
    - BIARC membership in Hawaii VOAD 
            Renewal 2025 fee donated on behalf of BIARC by E&OC 
            BIARC Representative(s) 
                    Tony Kitchen (WH6DVI), David Miller (KH6CZ) 
         
David Miller 
KH6CZ 
E&OC Chair 
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   At the BIARC January member-

ship session, Tony Kitchen, 

WH6DVI, encouraged hams to 

sign up for ARRL’s ARES 

(Amateur Radio 

Emergency Ser-

vice) program.  

   It is free, and 

largely a training 

organization 

which helps pre-

pare operators to 

be able to offer as-

sistance, if possi-

ble, during times of emergency 

when traditional communications 

are down. One example would be 

helping to send health and wel-

fare messages during an emer-

gency. 

    

All hams invited to sign 

up for Hawaii ARES, a 

free program with lots of 

training opportunities 

WH6DVI 

              
   Effective Dec 1, 2024 Joe Tabrah, AH6T, has 
stepped down as the Section Emergency Coordinator 
(SEC). Kevin Bogan, AH6QO will assume the position 
of SEC. 
   Special thanks to Joe for being the ARES manager 
for this past year.  
  Joe will stay involved with ARES as an advisor to the 
management team. Congratulations and thanks to Kev-
in for stepping up to accept this position. Kevin has ex-
tensive experience in emergency communications and 
is active in several organizations including VOAD and 
Skywarn where he represents ham radio interests. 
 

Aloha, Alan  AD6E / KH6TU   
ARRL Pacific Section Manager 

 
https://hawaiiares.net/ 
look under Hawaii ARES Database to join this free 
network of amateur radio operators. Lots of training 
and many opportunities for community service are 
available. 
 
   The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) is 
made up of Amateur Radio operators, who register 
their equipment and qualifications with ARES. These 
operators provide volunteer communications services 
in times of disaster or civil emergency. 
   The ARES national organization is comprised of 
smaller regional organizations, each being within an 
ARRL Section. This web page serves the Hawaii Sec-
tion, covering the entire state of Hawaii, managed by 
the Hawaii ARRL Section Emergency Coordinator 
(SEC). Hawaii ARES is segmented into four counties, 
which are aligned with Hawaii Bureau of Homeland Se-
curity Regions. Each county is organized into districts, 
each having an assigned District Emergency Coordina-
tor DEC) or Emergency Coordinator (EC). 

Thanks to Joe Tabrah, AH6T 

for a job well done 

https://hawaiiares.net/
https://db.hawaiiares.net/
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What: Ham Radio Open House for World Amateur Radio Day 2025  
Who: All amateur radio operators worldwide   
When: WARD is Friday, April 18, 2025, at 0000 UTC until Saturday, April 19, 2025 at 0000 UTC but 
the Ham Radio Open House can be held any time in April, as works best for your local club.   
Where: A global event covering all regions of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU)   
Why: World Amateur Radio Day, held on April 18 each year, is celebrated worldwide by radio ama-
teurs and their national associations which are organized as member-societies of the International 
Amateur Radio Union (IARU). It was on this day in 1925 that the IARU was formed in Paris. Ameri-
can Radio Relay League (ARRL) Co-Founder Hiram Percy Maxim was its first president. A major 
theme for 2025 is celebrating 100 years of IARU.   
How:   
Get Ready for "Ham Radio Open House" for World Amateur Radio Day 2025 
To help promote amateur radio science and technology, and to honor the 100th anniversary of the 
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU), ARRL is inviting radio clubs and schools to organize a 
Ham Radio Open House in April, centered around World Amateur Radio Day on April 18, 2025. The 
event is intended to highlight the Amateur Radio Service for its development and practice of the lat-
est radio communications and technology, and as a hands-on pathway into science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields for the next generation. In April 2025, amateur radio 
clubs, school stations, and other groups will have the opportunity to advance public knowledge about 
ham radio by welcoming their communities into their stations for the Ham Radio Open House, 
around World Amateur Radio Day. The focus will be on scientific advancement and demonstrating 
cutting-edge technology. This is a chance to not only shape the conversation about modern ham ra-
dio but also to show how it serves as a steppingstone and testbed for many young people pursuing 
future STEM education and high-tech careers.   
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   The Federal Communications Commis-

sion (FCC) assessed a record $34,000 for-

feiture against an amateur radio licensee 

for “willfully and repeatedly operating a ra-

dio station without authorization and inter-

fering with the radio communications of the 

United States Forest Service … while the 

U.S. Forest Service and the Idaho Depart-

ment of Lands were 

attempting to direct 

the operations of fire 

suppression aircraft 

working a 1,000-acre 

wildfire on national 

forest land outside of 

Elk River, Idaho. 

   As ARRL News first 

reported in 2022, the 

FCC proposed the 

fine against Jason Frawley of Lewiston, 

Idaho, for allegedly interfering with radio 

operations of the U.S. Forest Service dur-

ing firefighting activities for the Johnson 

Creek Fire near Elk River in July 2021.  

FCC upholds record $34,000 forfeiture against amateur licensee 

   The FCC stated in the Notice of Apparent Liability 

(NAL) that Frawley holds an Extra-class Amateur 

Radio Service license, WA7CQ, and is the owner/

operator of Leader Communications LLC, licensee 

of eight microwave licenses and 

one business license. 

    In response, Frawley acknowl-

edged that he operated on a fre-

quency reserved for government 

use and for which he lacked au-

thorization but argues that he did 

not cause interference to the 

government’s fire suppression activities that were 

being coordinated on the channel and acted with 

“good faith and non-malicious intent to help.”  

   Frawley requested a reduction or cancellation of 

the proposed forfeiture based on the number and 

duration of the unauthorized transmissions, his his-

tory of compliance and corrective measures, and 

his inability to pay the proposed forfeiture. 

   In the Forfeiture Order released on January 3, 

2025, the FCC rejected Frawley’s request and as-

sessed the full proposed forfeiture of $34,000.  
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Continued on next page 
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WHAT’S IN A DECIBEL? 
From previous page 

ET’s 
easy 
mode 


