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Direction finding 
was March focus 

   President Thomas Avila, 
KH6GG, presented a program on 
direction finding at the March get
-together. This included a video 
on direction-finding in Britain 
from Ringway Manchester on 
YouTube. To check it out, you 
can access his YouTube channel 
(@TheGeekiestGuy), then go to 
his Playlist. The video is found in 
the "Antennas" link on that list. It 
includes techniques used in 
World War II and afterward in 
civilian life (including patroling 
U.K. streets to locate 
“unlicensed” televisions). 
   He said he has repaired our 
club “fox” and is working on fin-
ishing up building another one 
from a kit he bought online: “I 
just have to remember how to 
write my own code.” 
   The fox kit was purchased 
from hackerboxes.com. 
  “I bought the last vhf model but 
they still have the uhf model in 
stock as of right now,” he said. 
(For info on direction-finding 
activities in the U.S. and around 
the world, visit www.ardf-r2.org). 
   “The IOio antenna I built was 
cobbled together with some tita-
nium rods I had left over from a 
past project and plans I found 
from a ham in Brazil. 
   “The updated Lillygo T-deck is 
the meshtastic device I showed 

the group. I know they wanted 
info on buying the parts and hav-
ing me print a case, so I'll see if 
my writeup on the build is still 
around.” 

Club seeks volunteers 

for Radio Day local   

outreach event 

   Feedback and 
kokua are need-
ed to help 
BIARC put to-
gether an event 
this month for World Amateur Radio Day. 
ARRL encourages clubs in all 50 states to 
present an open house focusing on “the 
true modern state of amateur radio.” 
  Events are to be staged throughout 
April, in support of the April 18 worldwide 
activity. For more info, visit (https://
www.arrl.org/world-amateur-radio-day.)  
   “The first thing we need is a venue open 
to the public, preferably free or very low 
cost,” explained coordinator Joseph Ros-
enbaum, WH6JOE. 
   “We will also need the use of a laptop 
and computer monitor to showcase 
modes such as FT8 and the mapping  pro-
gram that shows how far a signal has 
traveled,” he explained. 
   “Then there will also be a need for 
someone to coordinate getting the club 
991A radio and antenna and making sure 
the radio and computer are set up for 
modes such as FT8, with the monitor.  
   “I hope we can get a group effort going 
to make this happen. Please let me know 
if anyone has any ideas,” he said. 

Post-war trolling for illegal TVs. 

The war years. 

Monthly raffle to benefit club 
   At its March meeting, the BIARC Ex-
ecutive Board authorized a monthly 
raffle to be held to raise funds for the 
Infrastructure Fund and related radio 
projects approved by the board. The 
tickets will be sold prior to the meet-
ing, and possibly during the meeting 
as long as it does not disrupt the pro-
ceedings.  
   Tickets will be $1 each and you may 
buy as many as you wish.  
   The drawing will be held prior to the 

KH6GG’s March 

show-and-tell 

http://hackerboxes.com/
mailto:coordinator@ardf-r2.org
https://www.arrl.org/world-amateur-radio-day
https://www.arrl.org/world-amateur-radio-day
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RAFFLE: From Page 1 

BIARC Executive Board 
   Thomas Avila, KH6GG, was re-
elected club president at the January 
BIARC Executive Board meeting.  
Others on the 2025 leadership team 
are Vice President David Miller, 
KH6CZ, Secretary Joseph Rosen-
baum, WH6JOE, and Treasurer Tony 
Kitchen, WH6DVI.  
   The seven-member board also in-
cludes two at-large directors, Mark 
Watanabe, WH6FSA, and Shawn Far-
ley, WH6GXZ, and our KH6EJ station 
trustee, William Polhemus, NH6ET. 
   Members of the club are encour-
aged to get involved at a committee 
level on one or more of the BIARC 
standing committees. There are many 
ways to help, and the committee ac-
tivities vary widely. 
   As NH6ET noted, the committee lev-
el is where things happen. And the 
committees need “boots on the 
ground.” So, if you see a committee 
focus that interests you, hop aboard. 
   Here are the committees: 
Digital Systems: Luke McKay 
WH6GRW(Chair), Gary Schwiter 
WH6EPS, Shawn Farley WH6GXZ, Tre-
vor Manago KH6IM and Jason Estrella 
WH6GZZ 
Education and Outreach: David Miller 
KH6CZ(Chair), Joe Rosenbaum 
WH6JOE, Mark Watanabe WH6FSA, 
Fred Fischer WH6HAA, Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN, Leigh Critchlow WH6LC, 
Les Hittner K0BAD 
Operating Activities: Joseph Rosen-
baum WH6JOE(Chair), John Bush 
KH6DLK, Tony Kitchen WH6DVI 
Programs: William Polhemus NH6ET
(Chair), Joseph Rosenbaum WH6JOE 
Public Service Communications: Les 
Hittner K0BAD(chair), Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN 
Voice Repeaters: Trevor Manago 
KH6IM(chair), Gary Schwiter WH6EPS, 
William Polhemus NH6ET, Joe Rosen-
baum WH6JOE, Steve Brown KH6SB, 
Stefan Pommerenk NH6SP, Shawn 
Farley WH6GXZ, Luke McKay 
WH6GRW, Frank Roff KH6BFD 
Meeting refreshments: Chair Jim Ta-
tar, WH6EMN 
   The BIARC board meets at noon on 
the second Sunday of each month, 
followed by the 2 p.m. monthly mem-
bership program, at Kamana Senior 
Center in Hilo. All members are wel-
come at both sessions, and the meet-
ings are accessible live via the Inter-
net. Find the links on our website, 
biarc.net. 

Rick Gardner, WH6LU, recently was awarded the 

POTA Hunter Award for making 500 unique con-

tacts on Parks on the Air. Said Rick: “it wasn't 

easy, but a heck of a challenge -- AND FUN!” 

conclusion of the meeting, proba-
bly during the 3 p.m. break, since 
some people need to leave at that 
time. At least half of the money 
collected will go to the fund and 
the remainder will be awarded to 
people who purchased raffle tick-
ets. The winners will receive $5 
per winning ticket until the por-
tion reserved for the members is 
exhausted. Remaining odd dollar 

amounts between $1 and $4 
will go to the club fund. An 
example would be if there 
are $33 in tickets sold, $18 
will go to the Treasurer and 
the remaining $15 will be 
divided into 3 winning tick-
ets of $5 each. 
   “You are encouraged to 
enter the drawings begin-
ning with our April meeting,” 
said coordinator Jim Tatar. 



3 

 

WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY: From Page 1 

 

 Honolulu HamFest is April 19 
Aloha: 
   It is with pleasure that I share 
with you the official announcement 
of the 2025 Honolulu HamFest, 
hosted by the Emergency Amateur 
Radio Club of Hawai`i on Saturday, 
April 19, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  (Returning to 891 Valken-
burgh Street—home of the Armed 
Forces Association of Hawai`i, Na-
tional Guard Association Center—
it, too, has been home for the Hon-
olulu HamFest for many years.) 
   This free public event invites am-
ateur radio enthusiasts and novic-
es alike to enjoy food, fun, and fel-
lowship.  A few things to look for-
ward to in this year's event: 
   -- Demonstration of amateur radio equipment; builds, projects, and 
experiments. 
   -- Buy, sell, and trade in the swap meet. 
   -- Support club initiatives by purchasing stickers, patches, the 
world famous "EARCHI" antenna; and bidding on an array of silent 
auction items. 
   -- Food and beverage. 
   -- Raffle drawing prizes. 
     For more details, visit linktr.ee/earc_hi.  Links to RSVP or to reg-
ister as a vendor can be found on the Linktr.ee website. 
   Should you have any questions, comments, and/or concerns, 
please don't hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
   Mahalo, and we look forward to seeing you on April 19th! 
C. Pono Higa, WH6CPH 
Event Organizer 
Call/text: (808) 457-7243 

   ARRL officials say momen-
tum is building for this oppor-
tunity for clubs “to put their 
most technological foot for-
ward and show the public the 
true modern state of amateur 
radio.” This year’s WARD 
commemorates 100 years of 
the International Amateur Ra-
dio Union (IARU). 

   “The goal for participation 
is 50 clubs in 50 states – but 
the more the merrier. ARRL 
is working with Ham Radio 
Science Citizen Investigation 
(HamSCI and SciStarter to 
promote the event as part of 
April being Citizen Science 
Month.” 

Here's an updated link 

to get on the BIARC 

Discord server. The 

old one had expired. 

https://discord.gg/

U3f9wsrj  

http://linktr.ee/earc_hi
https://discord.gg/U3f9wsrj
https://discord.gg/U3f9wsrj
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Hello fellow 
Hams! 

   I've been busy and missed the 
deadline on the last Hamgram 
but I'm back and I wanted to 
share an idea I had while talking 
to a visiting ham.  
   Since I don't get out and about 
very much I wanted to see if vis-
iting Hams would like to show 
off what equipment they're using 
while on island.  
   Today's entry comes from 
Bobby Sambolin KP4CI. You 
may have heard him on the re-
peaters while he was visiting.  
   While on our beautiful island 
he decided he'd try his luck at 
activating Hapuna beach. He 
brought with him his good ole 
Yaesu FT-817 in a printed cage 
and a tuner strapped on top.  
   While he may not have made 
many contacts, it is still great to 
see someone being radio-active 
on the beach and on vacation.  
   I hope more visitors reach out 
and share their travels while 
here on the Big Island (and gear 
pics) with us. I’d love to see 
what you folks take with you 
while you're on Q or just playing 
radio on a bench in the city, take 
some pictures and let us know 
about it.  

   
    I will be doing a deeper dive 
on the fox hunt transmitter I 
showed during the last program, 
as well as going over a tiny 
homemade antenna kit I'm put-
ting together, in another blurb 
on the President's Corner com-
ing up.  

73, 
KH6GG 

Meet Bobby Sambolin KP4CI.   

You may have heard him on the          

repeaters while he was on island.  

On QRZ, KP4CI says: 

“Currently I am an ARRL member, 

and Indiana  ARRL Emergency     

Coordinator in Tippecanoe County 

Indiana  (District 4)  

I go by my nickname Bobby. I am 

a third generation Ham in the fami-

ly. Born and raised in Puerto Rico, 

I currently live in West Lafayette,   

Indiana. (FCC changed R&R        

concerning callsigns and I am 

able to keep my callsign living on 

the continental USA). Many log 

books and websites place me in 

Puerto Rico, but that is incorrect.  

Above: 
Yaesu FT-817 on the beach) 

Attached tuner - LDG Z817       
Autotuner) 

Closeup of Bobby's rig in the 3-D 
printed cage) 

(No picture of his antenna setup)  

KP4CI visits Hawaii Island 

 

Silk screening update! 
   Everyone: With all the time Chris spends picking up 

and returning shirts, he and I have decided it would 

be more sensible for him to do them once or twice a 

year in a group to be more economical for him and 

us. So, while I will be displaying some shirts here 

and there, he won't be taking any orders for some 

time until we come up with a pretty large order for 

him.  Sorry for the inconvenience, folks.  

Mahalo, Jim Tatar, WH6EMN 

KP4CI 
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BIARC Executive Board Regular Meeting 
March 9, 2025 

Kamana Senior Center 
 

        The meeting was called to order at 12:14 pm by Board President Thomas Avila. A quorum of 6 board members 
were present. 
 

Attendance:  
Board members: Thomas Avila, David Miller, Tony Kitchen, Mark Watanabe, Shawn Farley and Joseph Rosen-

baum. 

Secretary’s Report and Minutes: 
David moved and Mark seconded to approve the February 2025 secretary’s report. Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
See attached. Mark moved and Thomas seconded to approve the treasurer’s report, subject to audit. Motion 

passed. 
 

Committee Reports: 
Digital Systems: No report. 

 
Education and Outreach: See attached. 
 

Operating Activities: 
Added a foxhunt to Field Day plans. 

 

Programs: Today’s program will be on amateur radio direction finding. Tentatively, in April, we will have a Public 
Safety representative for a presentation related to a pre-hurricane season update. In May, we will have our semi-annual 
membership meeting which may include other small presentations, if time allows.  
The June program will be a Field Day related presentation. 
 

Public Service Communications: No report. 

Voice Repeaters: No report. 
 
    Discussion was held on board reimbursement for approved items, to be included in the upcoming standard operating 
procedures. A suggestion was made to look into a Quickbooks subscription. Discussion was held on how best to man-
age the club’s social media, Hamgram newsletter, Discord and listserv. Discussion was held on club procedures, bylaws 
and election process. Tony will cover those points in a talk to the members at the club activity.  
 

New Business: 
David moved and Shawn seconded to require all committees to submit a monthly report. Motion passed. 
Tony moved and Shawn seconded to add Trevor Manago to the Education and Outreach committee and to appoint 

him the responsibility of moderating the club Discord. Thomas will give Trevor access. Motion passed. 
Jim Tatar proposed we have a monthly raffle with $1 tickets and half the proceeds will go back to the ticket holders 

and half will go to the club infrastructure fund and to fund other radio projects, as the board deems fit. Jim of-
fered to buy the first roll. David moved and Tony seconded to accept Jim’s proposal. Motion passed.  
 

Old Business: None. 
Other Business: None. 
     Thomas moved and Joe seconded to adjourn at 1:20 pm. Motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joseph Rosenbaum, 

Secretary 
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February 2025 
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