
  

 

 

  

T h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  B i g  I s l a n d  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  C l u b  

 

Continued on next page 

 

   Nine ham radio operators 
volunteered once again, to 
provide radio communica-
tions for the 2025 Volcano’s 
‘Ohi'a Lehua Half-marathon 
and 5k Runs held on July 26.  
   “Radio stations were set up 
throughout the course, includ-
ing net control at the start/
finish line to provide real time 
status reports on the runners 
and emergency traffic when 
needed. There were 337 run-
ners in this year’s race and all 
but one finished the race with-
out incident.  One runner 
sprained her ankle at the half-
way mark of the Half Marathon 
and our radio operators facili-
tated her transportation back 
to the start line and aid sta-
tion,” said Doug Wilson 
(KH7DQ) who coordinated 
communications for the race. 
   Participating radio operators 
included Doug Wilson at the 
Net Control Station, David 
Miller (KH6CZ) at Aid Station 
#1, Joe Rosenbaum 

KH7DQ, WH6JOE AND KH6CZ pack up the Net      

Control Station after a busy morning in Volcano.  

Photos by WH6LQ and KH7DQ 

9 hams volunteer for radio comms 

duty at Volcano ’Ohi’a Lehua runs 

Race day dawns. 

The last runner crosses the 
finish line. 

August meeting to 

focus on helping 

Technicians enjoy 

working 10 meters 

    The next Big Island Amateur Radio Club 
membership gathering will be from 2-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 10, at Kamana Senior Center 
at 127 Kamana St. in Hilo. 
   This month’s program will be on 10 meter 
operations for Technician class licensees. 
The regular executive board meeting starts 
at noon. Links to both meetings are on the 
BIARC website (https://www.biarc.net/) 
   At the July 13 membership gathering, Jim 
Tatar, WH6EMN, announced that BIARC has 
been asked to help with parade assembly 
coordination for the Saturday, Nov. 8, Veter-
ans’ Day Parade in downtown Hilo. More 
details will be forthcoming. 
   John Bush, KH6DLK, made a special 
presentation of door prizes guaranteed to 
give them a “jump start” into the world of 
ham radio to Ambrose Kapono, 12, and his 
dad, Mark. 
    KH6DLK also made a presentation to Bob 
Schneider, AH6J, of a geriatric 2-meter rig 
originally owned by Richard and Barbara 
Darling, silent keys who were stalwart lead-
ers of BIARC for many years. It’s an 
IC2100H. 
   The main portion of the meeting was de-
voted to William Polhemus, NH6ET, and the 
club’s acknowledged expert on the subject, 
Roy Kunishige, KH6KU, giving a rundown 
on how to install the club’s ATAS120 screw-
driver antenna to get optimum results. 
   Failure to make contacts with the antenna 
and our FT911A radio has upset users, 
most recently at the BIARC Field Day at the 
end of June. 
   To get results, the antenna needs to be 
set up correctly, using the proper installa-
tion methods and auxiliary equipment. 
Along the way, Roy and William offered the 
do’s and don’ts, and many tips for putting 
the ATAS into play.  
   A second session will focus on a primer 
on how to successfully use the equipment. 
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BIARC Executive Board 
   Thomas Avila, KH6GG, was re-
elected club president at the January 
BIARC Executive Board meeting.  Oth-
ers on the 2025 leadership team are 
Vice President David Miller, KH6CZ, 
Secretary Joseph Rosenbaum, 
WH6JOE, and Treasurer Tony Kitchen, 
WH6DVI.  
   The seven-member board also in-
cludes two at-large directors, Mark 
Watanabe, WH6FSA, and Shawn Far-
ley, WH6GXZ, and our KH6EJ station 
trustee, William Polhemus, NH6ET. 
   Members of the club are encouraged 
to get involved at a committee level on 
one or more of the BIARC standing 
committees. There are many ways to 
help, and the committee activities vary 
widely. 
   As NH6ET noted, the committee level 
is where things happen. And the com-
mittees need “boots on the ground.” 
So, if you see a committee focus that 
interests you, hop aboard. 
   Here are the committees: 
Digital Systems: Luke McKay 
WH6GRW(Chair), Gary Schwiter 
WH6EPS, Shawn Farley WH6GXZ, Tre-
vor Manago KH6IM and Jason Estrella 
WH6GZZ 
Education and Outreach: David Miller 
KH6CZ(Chair), Joe Rosenbaum 
WH6JOE, Mark Watanabe WH6FSA, 
Fred Fischer WH6HAA, Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN, Leigh Critchlow WH6LC, 
Les Hittner K0BAD 
Operating Activities: Joseph Rosen-
baum WH6JOE(Chair), John Bush 
KH6DLK, Tony Kitchen WH6DVI 
Programs: William Polhemus NH6ET
(Chair), Joseph Rosenbaum WH6JOE 
Public Service Communications: Les 
Hittner K0BAD(chair), Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN 
Voice Repeaters: Trevor Manago 
KH6IM(chair), Gary Schwiter WH6EPS, 
William Polhemus NH6ET, Joe Rosen-
baum WH6JOE, Steve Brown KH6SB, 
Stefan Pommerenk NH6SP, Shawn 
Farley WH6GXZ, Luke McKay 
WH6GRW, Frank Roff KH6BFD 
Meeting refreshments: Chair Jim Ta-
tar, WH6EMN 
   The BIARC board meets at noon on 
the second Sunday of each month, 
followed by the 2 p.m. monthly mem-
bership program, at Kamana Senior 
Center in Hilo. All members are wel-
come at both sessions, and the meet-
ings are accessible live via the Inter-
net. Find the links on our website, 
biarc.net.  

Runners on Wright Road. 

Hams help Volcano races run smoothly 
From Page 1 

(WH6JOE) at Aid Station #2, El-
len O’Dunn (WH6FRV) with 
Course Marshall #2, Fred Fischer 
(WH6HAA) with Course Marshall 
#3, Bob Becker (WH6ESC) with 
Course Marshall #4, Linda Quar-
berg (WH6LQ) at the 5k Turna-
round, Tom Fischer (KH6TD) at 
the Haunani Road Turnaround 
and Paul Ducasse (WH7BR) with 
Police Officer #1.   
   The weather was perfect with 
sunny blue skies throughout the 
race, although it might have 
been a little on the cool side for 
some when the race first started.   
   “Our ham radio volunteers did 
an excellent job, as expected, 
keeping track of runners as they 

made their way around the course 
and provided real-time runner sta-
tus reports from the field to Net 
Control and race headquarters 
throughout the race,” reported 
Doug.  “They also got in some 
good radio procedure practice, 
including the use of tactical call 
signs and finding the best spot at 
their respective stations for the 
optimal signal into the Volcano 
Repeater and Net Control." 
   “Radio operators also enjoyed 
the interaction with runners as 
they made their way around the 
course,” said Doug. “Thanks to all 
for their community service and 
stepping up to the plate to assist 
the runners!” 

Start of the half marathon race. 

Grid Madness 
   News flash! 
   This popular Hawaii VHF/UHF simplex contest will re-
turn Sunday, Sept. 28, from 1300 to 1900W. 
   The event's blogspot will be updated with new details for 
this year, so check that out soon at https://
gridmadness.blogspot.com/. Full information on the fun 
event will be printed in the September Hamgram.  
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Photos by Mark Watanabe, WH6FSA 

Graduates of the two intense days of training celebrate outside the Hawaii County Civil Defense  

Agency EOC headquarters in Hilo on Sunday, Aug. 3. Trainers were Carter Davis and Dan Willis. 

Isle hams complete two-day Aux Comm Training Course 

Aug. 2-3 in Hilo 

This training is an in-person, 2-day, 10-hour per day class, 20-hour course. All 

Aux Comm Communicators across the USA fulfill these requirements. A second 

session is in the works for Kona. 
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Hawaii QSO Party  
www.hawaiiqsoparty.org 

www.hawaiiqsoparty.org 

https://www.hawaiiqsoparty.org/
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   On the first working day of each 
month, all hams are invited to partici-
pate in the monthly Maunakea Repeater 
Test Net and Siren Net. The Hawaii 
County Civil Defense Agency ACS Net 
will be activated at 11:30 a.m. on 146.820 
MHz, negative offset. Use a PL tone of 
123.0. (Results of this month’s exercise 
are printed on Page 6 of this newsletter.) 
   The Maunakea Repeater has now been 
activated by our Hawaii County Civil 
Defense Agency for real world incidents. 
This highlights the fact that it is an im-
portant alternative communications 
pathway when regular means of  com-
munications fail. Please make use of 
these test nets, on the first working day 
of each month. It is especially important 
for stations in Hawaii County to be sure 
that you have the ability to communicate 
on this repeater. Your community may 
need this link to our County EOC in 
times of emergency.  
   We encourage all licensed amateur 
radio operators to participate. 
   If you can hear net control, there is a 
reasonable chance that you will be able 
to successfully access this repeater. An 
HT radio may not be sufficient, depend-

ing on your location. If you add a gain 
antenna or move to a higher location 
your chances will improve. Stations may 
have better success when using a trans-
mitter with an output of 25 watts or 
more.  
   Please check in when requested by net 
control. If your check-in is not acknowl-
edged, make more than one attempt 
when the frequency is clear. At the be-
ginning of the net we focus on the check
-ins of Hawaii County Stations who have 
adopted an All Hazards Siren to report 
on. After the sirens sound at 11:45 AM, 
we will take siren reports, followed by 
general check-ins and radio checks. 
   The siren reporting typically con-
cludes by noon. I will leave enough dead 
air to give everyone a chance to try mul-
tiple locations, radios, or antennas. I will 
acknowledge every transmission heard, 
even if it is only a mic break. I encour-
age new operators to reach out to more 
experienced operators, who may be able 
to assist you in programming your radi-
os. Nearby stations can also listen in on 
146.220 MHz input frequency, to help 
you to verify that your radio is working. 
We are looking to increase the number 

of check-ins on the Maunakea repeater. 
If you try but are unable to transmit 
into the repeater, please let me know via 
email at tonykitchen808@gmail.com. I 
would like to know your location, the 
output power you were transmitting at, 
and the type of antenna you used. 
   As in previous months, you may also 
submit Hawaii County Siren reports via 
your local Hawaii Island station on the 
Hawaii/Mainland AllStar repeater net-
work. Visit: https://hawaii-county-civil-
defense-agency-
hawaiicountygis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/
warning-sirens for more information 
about the All Hazard Warning Sirens. 
There is also a link at the bottom of the 
page which provides you with an alter-
nate means of reporting. In blue sky 
conditions, the Maunakea repeater is 
only 
activated for 1 hour on the first working 
day of each month. Please take the op-
portunity to evaluate and improve your 
ability to reach this important link to our 
Hawaii County Civil Defense Agency. 
   Thank you for your participation. 

73, 
Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 

Hams: Please kokua monthly Maunakea Repeater test, siren monitoring 

A few "oldies but goodies" enjoy rag-chewing about the good old times of radio days recently in Hilo. 

Ben Blatt, NH7D, licensed in 1959; Robert Shimamoto, KH6BMM, licensed in 1954, and his son-in-law, 

Art Arruda; David Nardini, KH9AB, licensed in 1976; Johnson Marshall, a friend of David; Rick Gard-

ner, WH6LU, licensed in 1975; Robert Gomez, KB6EGA/H6, licensed in 1985. Photo taken at lunch in 

mid July at Hilo Municipal Golf Course's Fairway Restaurant. 

Keeping in touch 
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The Hawaii County Siren Report for July 2025 

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group 
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Friends and family, 

   (In mid July) I released a video about the March ham 

radio contest in Curacao. 

   This is an extensive 51 minute production that can 

be understood by non-hams, by hams who do not con-

test, and of course by contesters themselves. This is 

the first known comprehensive documentary video 

about a contest team's full week at PJ2T. It contains 

considerable on-the-air audio correlated with video of 

the operators at work and the dynamically updating 

station log.  

   Besides being of interest to contesters, you could 

use it to show non-ham friends and family what it is 

you do when you fly away to Curacao for a week, and 

to give them a sense of what it's like to be there. 

   Feel free to distribute this link to anyone anywhere. 

   Please distribute the links to your local radio club 

lists where able.  

   There are three ways to watch it.  

 

On YouTube you can go to https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=d2zeh7wie0k . 

 

Or simply go to YouTube and then search on "Sights 

and Sounds of PJ2T." 

 

  

 

3. If you want a higher resolution version that has not 

been mutilated by YouTube's aggressive data com-

pression algorithms, you can go to  

 

http://www.pj2t.org/ccc/Video/arrlssb2025.mp4  

 

   Sorry this took so long. I was not able to get started 

on this until early last week, but once started I put in a 

pretty intense effort on it.  

 

              Thanks, 73, 

             Geoff / IdahoGeoff, W0CG 

 

PJ2T Curacao video released 

Sit in the Operator's Chair at PJ2T and Experience 

Ham Radio Contesting and Pileups - ARRL SSB 

2025 

Sights and sounds of PJ2T winning a world champi-

onship in the ARRL DX SSB contest, March 2025. 

This will show non-ham operators what we do in 

our on-air comp... 

www.youtube.com 
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Continued on next page 
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July 13 Executive Board minutes 
Continued from previous page 

    Check out recent ARRL audio news program 

   Rick Ward WH6FC from Oceanview did a net on 7.090 lsb for 

the tsunami watch at the end of July. He (along with Alan 

Maenchen) are both mentioned on the ARRL audio news. 

(Check between 50 seconds and 1:30 minutes into the program.)  

   Here's the link: 

https://blubrry.com/arrlaudionews/147440734/arrl-audio-news-

august-1-2025/ 
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   We can all make a positive im-
pact on our communities if we are 
familiar with the various ways to 
report damage and request assis-
tance. Please visit the Hawaii 
County Civil Defense website at: 
https://hawaii-county-civil-
defense-agency-
hawaiicountygis.hub.arcgis.com/ 
   The best way to report damage 
is to scroll down to the bottom of 
the page and click the link to 
"Disaster Recovery" or go direct-
ly using the following link: https://
hawaii-county-civil-defense-
agency-
hawaiicountygis.hub.arcgis.com/

pages/disaster-recovery 
 
  Select the applicable option for 
reporting residential, commercial, 
or agriculture damages. The re-
quest for assistance option is for 
non-life threatening assistance, 
such as if a power failure may 
lead to an urgent medical care 
related situation.  
   Civil Defense is monitoring the 
requests for assistance that come 
in via this website. You may also 
contact CD directly via telephone 
at: 
(808) 935‑0031 - Business Hours 
(808) 935‑3311 - After Business 

Hours 
 
   As always, emergency/life 
threatening situations should be 
reported to 911 first. If 911 fails, 
then contact a radio operator who 
has access to 911, or an ACS sta-
tion. 
   The Maunakea ACS repeater on 
146.820 MHz, negative offset, tone 
123.0 remains active for this 
event. 
73, 
-- 

Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 
ACS Net Control 

BIARC donated funds summary 

Here’s how to report damage, seek help after disaster hits 
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BIARC Operating Statement 
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