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   Five radio operators are 
needed to help launch the 
Nov. 8 Hilo Veterans Day 
Parade. 
   “I need 5 volunteers to 
work at the staging area 
of the parade to make 
sure everyone is their 
proper location and to get 
the participants started in 
an orderly fashion,” said 
Jim Tatar, WH6EMN. 
   “If you are going to be 
in the parade we will put 
you in the location of 
your group so you can 
depart with them.  
   “Please arrive by 8 a.m.  
We will be finished as 
your group or the last unit 
leaves the staging area, 
whichever comes first. 
   “I will have GMRS radi-
os with me to use, so you 
don’t need to bring a ra-
dio. I will pick up radios 
as you depart the staging 
area. We’ll all be within a 
few hundred feet of each 
other.”  
   More details at the Oc-
tober meeting. Contact 
Jim at (808) 960-1545 or 
james.tatar@yahoo.com. 

Help get Hilo 

parade off to 

a sharp start 

Simplex 
only 

Sunday, Sept. 28 

1-5 p.m. 

 
   Hawaiian Islands Grid Madness time is drawing near. 
   This popular Hawaii VHF/UHF simplex contest will re-
turn Sunday, Sept. 28, from 1300 to 1700W. 
   The event's blogspot is being updated with new details 
for this year, so check that out as the event gets closer at 
https://gridmadness.blogspot.com/.   
   Rules and instructions will be posted. 
   (As noted in adjacent article, and stories on Page 2, Dar-
rell KH6RDO and Tony WH6DVI will discuss Grid Mad-
ness and answer questions in the latter portion of the 
monthly BIARC program, which will run from 2-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 14 at Kamana Senior Center in Hilo.) 
   All are invited to sign up for the event’s listserve info 
site for updates and to ask questions and discuss various 
aspects of the event. Go to: GridMadness@groups.io  
   The four-hour event is designed for EMCOMM practice, 
and for FUN. Test your equipment, coverage and operat-
ing skills using FM simplex on 6 meters, 2 meters, 1.25 
meters and 70 cm. 
• For all hams in the state of Hawaii. 
• Enter in HT, Mobile, or Base class. 
• Contact as many stations as you can in as many Grid 
Squares* as you can, using SIMPLEX ONLY. 
• Exchange call sign, contact number and Grid Square. 
• Score points for each contact, one multiplier for each 
new grid. Participants will send their logs in electronical-
ly. 
   Questions? Send email to gridmadness@gmail.com. 

BIARC meets 
Sept. 14: 
board   at 

noon, then   
program from        

2-5 p.m. at 
Kamana S.C. 

  The club’s 
monthly ses-
sions will be on 
Sunday, Sept. 
14, at Kamana 
Senior Center in 
Hilo. 

   The BIARC Ex-
ecutive Board 
will meet at 
noon. All mem-
bers are invited.  

   The main pro-
gram focus at 2 
p.m. will be “Part 
II of 10-Meters 
for Technicians.”   

   And from ap-
proximately 4-
4:45 p.m. Darrell 
KH6RDO and 
Tony WH6DVI 
will give a talk 
and training 
class on how to 
participate in 
Grid Madness on 
Sept. 28. This 
will be followed 
by a practice 
run. (See adja-
cent story.) 

   To attend the 
meetings online 
go to the club 
website, 
biarc.net, for ac-
cess. 

   The center is at 
127 Kamana St. 

    GridMadness@groups.io  

    https://gridmadness.             

blogspot.com/ 

So, what are Grid Squares, anyway? 

And, how do I prepare to participate in 

this fun event?                    See Page 2 
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By Mel KH6EKD 
Interim GM host 
GridMadness@groups.io  
 
   A hearty welcome to those who 
joined our GM chat group in the 
past few days. 
   Grid Madness 2025 will be held on 
Sunday, Sept. 28, from 1300 until 
1700 HST. (GM historically has been 
on the third Sunday of September, 
but we have hams providing sup-
port for the Ka'u Coffee Run on that 
weekend, so we moved GM back till 
the fourth Sunday for this year.) 
   Please bear with us as we wait for 
our webmaster to update the GM 
website to reflect this year's infor-
mation. (gridmadness@gmail.com  
https://gridmadness.blogspot.com/) 
   Some of you have requested a 
demo of how GM works.  Well, I 
have good news for you.  BIARC 
(the Big Island Amateur Radio Club) 
has agreed to allot some time dur-
ing their normal club activity sched-
uled for Sunday, September 14, at 
2PM at the Kamana Senior Center in 
Hilo. (See stories on Pages 1-2.) 
   Darrell KH6RDO will provide a live 
demo of how contacts are made and 
logged.  We plan to have sample 
Logger Sheets ready for download 
prior to that event.  We'll keep you 
posted. 
   The great part of BIARC activities 
is that they are shared on Zoom, so 
those of you who can't attend in 
person can still participate in this 
live presentation. For access, go to 
biarc.net. 
   Now for the newbies, here's some 
background of the Maidenhead Grid 
Square system. 
   During a 1980 meeting in Maiden-
head, England, the IARU 
(International Amateur Radio Union) 
adopted a method of identifying 
each location on earth. 

     Darrell KH6RDO offers this outline 
for the Grid Madness coaching ses-
sion at the BIARC meeting on Sun-
day, Sept. 14, at Kamana Senior Cen-
ter in Hilo: 
    From 4-4:45 p.m. indoor class and 
coaching; followed by outdoor dry 
run to familiarize participants with 
how it all works. 
   Here’s what he and Tony WH6DVI 
have planned: 
   -- Start with explanation for the pur-
pose of Grid Madness. 
  -- Explain how the contest works, 
what information is to be exchanged, 
and how to fill out the log sheet. 
  -- Explain how a relay works and 
how to fill out the form. 
  -- Do an example on the radio. 
  -- Then go outside to have each stu-
dent call each other and exchange 
info. 
   This format will allow those attend-
ing online to participate in the bulk of 
the exercise. 
   There are some prerequisites that 
people who want to attend need to 
do before participating in the Grid 
Madness tutorial. 
   1. Program your radio with the Grid 
Madness frequencies. 
   2. Print out log and relay sheets  in 

Grid Madness packet Pages 3-4 at 

https://gridmadness.blogspot.com/

and bring them with a pen and a clip-

board to the class. "If zooming, have 

that on hand. We will be referring to 

it during the class." 

   3. Download "Easy QTH Locator" 

or similar function in your phone or 

computer. You will use this to deter-

mine your grid square. 

  "If you are attending in person, 
bring your radio. We will be doing a 
simulated Grid Madness run at the 
end of the class outside," said Dar-
rell. "All hams are invited." 

   A. The planet is divided in Grid 
zones, each 20 degrees wide 
(longitude) by 10 degrees high 
(latitude), roughly 1400 miles by 700 
miles.  Each is identified by two upper 
case letters. 
(These are not actual squares or rec-
tangles, but we'll call them squares for 
simplicity.) 
   Hawaii is located in grids BL and 
BK. 
   B. Each zone is divided into 100 
squares identified by two numbers. 
These squares are 2 degrees of longi-
tude by 1 degree of latitude, or rough-
ly 70 x 100 miles.  (These numbers 
and shapes change as you move away 
from the equator.) 
   C. Each grid square is further subdi-
vided into 576 sub squares identified 
with two lower case letters. Each sub 
square is 5 minutes of longitude by 
2.5 minutes of latitude, approximately 
3 x 4 miles. 
   A map of these Maidenhead squares 
can be viewed at 
https://dxcluster.ha8tks.hu/
hamgeocoding/ 
   Zoom in on the map for greater de-
tails; find your grid location.  Diamond 
Head is located in grid BL11cg. 
   The purpose of Grid Madness is to 
make a contact in as many grid 
squares as possible.  You can remain 
stationary and see how many stations 
you can talk to in another square, or 
else you can drive around to different 
squares and make contact with the 
same person. 
   For the new folks, this contest will 
show you how far your small radio 
can reach with just a few watts of 
power. Also, it's a good exercise in 
entering different frequencies into 
your radio. 

   Hope this helps. 
Mel KH6EKD 

 
 

Here’s how to find your grid square and get ready for GM event 
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Hawaii County Siren Report for September 2025 

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group 
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celebrated 
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BIARC Executive Board 
   Thomas Avila, KH6GG, was re-

elected club president at the January 
BIARC Executive Board meeting.  Oth-
ers on the 2025 leadership team are 
Vice President David Miller, KH6CZ, 
Secretary Joseph Rosenbaum, 
WH6JOE, and Treasurer Tony Kitchen, 
WH6DVI.  
   The seven-member board also in-
cludes two at-large directors, Mark 
Watanabe, WH6FSA, and Shawn Far-
ley, WH6GXZ, and our KH6EJ station 
trustee, William Polhemus, NH6ET. 
   Members of the club are encouraged 
to get involved at a committee level on 
one or more of the BIARC standing 
committees. There are many ways to 
help, and the committee activities vary 
widely. 
   As NH6ET noted, the committee level 
is where things happen. And the com-
mittees need “boots on the ground.” 
So, if you see a committee focus that 
interests you, hop aboard. 
   Here are the committees: 
Digital Systems: Luke McKay 
WH6GRW(Chair), Gary Schwiter 
WH6EPS, Shawn Farley WH6GXZ, Tre-
vor Manago KH6IM and Jason Estrella 
WH6GZZ 
Education and Outreach: David Miller 
KH6CZ(Chair), Joe Rosenbaum 
WH6JOE, Mark Watanabe WH6FSA, 
Fred Fischer WH6HAA, Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN, Leigh Critchlow WH6LC, 
Les Hittner K0BAD 
Operating Activities: Joseph Rosen-
baum WH6JOE(Chair), John Bush 
KH6DLK, Tony Kitchen WH6DVI 
Programs: William Polhemus NH6ET
(Chair), Joseph Rosenbaum WH6JOE 
Public Service Communications: Les 
Hittner K0BAD(chair), Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN 
Voice Repeaters: Trevor Manago 
KH6IM(chair), Gary Schwiter WH6EPS, 
William Polhemus NH6ET, Joe Rosen-
baum WH6JOE, Steve Brown KH6SB, 
Stefan Pommerenk NH6SP, Shawn 
Farley WH6GXZ, Luke McKay 
WH6GRW, Frank Roff KH6BFD 
Meeting refreshments: Chair Jim Ta-
tar, WH6EMN 
   The BIARC board meets at noon on 
the second Sunday of each month, 
followed by the 2 p.m. monthly mem-
bership program, at Kamana Senior 
Center in Hilo. All members are wel-
come at both sessions, and the meet-
ings are accessible live via the Inter-
net. Find the links on our website, 
biarc.net.  

 
2025 Hawaii QSO Party @ KH6LC 

Heather AH7RF — with Ken N6KB, Lloyd KH6LC and Carl KH7BB 
— hard at work during the annual Hawaii QSO Party at KH6LC.  
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BIARC Operating Statement 
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BIARC Treasurer’s Report: 

As of 8/9/25 BIARC has 64 paid members. The following new dis-

bursement  was made since the last report: 

Check#1869 $10.46 (Marvin Kitchen-Reimbursement for BIARC 

Google Workspace payment made for July 2025) 
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Subject to final revision and approval at the next BIARC Executive Board meeting.  

BIARC Executive Board meeting minutes 
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Continued on next page 
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Monthly compilation BY KH6RDO, continues on next several pages 

Meshtastics in Hawaii 
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