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Continued on Page 7 

Roy Kunishige, KH6KU, gives a mini clinic on how 

to set up and operate the club’s Yaesu 991 radio. 

The September demo was part two of the club’s 

program encouraging Technician licensees to en-

joy their 10-meter high frequency capabilities.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

   ARRL needs every radio amateur in the 
United States to send letters to Washington 
as we continue our nationwide grassroots 
campaign to pass the Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Preparedness Act (H.R. 1094 / S. 459) 
to secure antenna rights.  
   The process is simple: go to www.arrl.org/
HOA, put in your call sign, and press the red 
SEND MY LETTERS button. It takes mere 
seconds! 
   The letters will automatically be sent to 
your elected officials encouraging them to 
support the bipartisan bills.  

Kokua from all amateur licensees — 

ARRL members or not — is needed 

to help secure antenna rights for all 

KH6KU shows how it’s done 

Luke WH6GRW shared this photo of his "backpack mo-
bile" station employed on Mauna Loa for Grid Madness. 

He reported: “A lot of blue sky, a lot of RF!” (Oct. 12 is the 
deadline for individual reports to be filed, so check the 

November Hamgram for official results. More photos and 
info from hams active in the Sept. 28 event follow on   

Pages 2-4 in this edition of the newsletter.) 

G 

R 

I 

D 

 

M 

A 

D 

N 

E 

S 

S 

November club session will be second 

of our two yearly membership meetings 

   The annual election of 

board members will be held 

during the second general 

membership business meet-

ing of the year from 2-5 p.m. 

on Sunday, Nov. 9 at Kamana 

Senior Center. 

   Members are encouraged 

to join in the discussion and 

voting on various items. 

   What  would you like your 

club to do for you, and what 

would you like to do for your 

club? 

  Think about serving as a 

director on the BIARC Execu-

tive Board. Or  sign up to be 

on a committee. 

   Plans for November’s deci-

sion-making meeting will be 

discussed at the Oct. 12 regu-

lar session, also from 2-5 p.m. 

at the center, which is located 

at 127 Kamana St. in Hilo. 

   The link to participate online 

is at biarc.net.   

   Details will be published in 

the November Hamgram. 

   Also in the works: Planning 

for the annual holiday party. 

This year’s event will be from 

12:30 to 5 p.m., on Sunday, 

Dec. 14, with set-up starting at 

noon. 

   Details of the holiday party 

also will be included in the No-

vember Hamgram. 

   Stay tuned. 

http://www.arrl.org/HOA?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
http://www.arrl.org/HOA?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
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At the last minute, I decided to take my HB 
ground plane 2 meter antenna that normal-
ly is in use in a closet, and put it on a 25ft 
bamboo pole outside. It works fine.  
                                     73, Alan  AD6E / KH6TU 

Grid  

Madness  

in action 

 

 

… reports 

from the 

field 

AD6E / KH6TU 

Maui 

Craig KH6CP 
From the North Shore          
of O’ahu 
 
   Given that the island chain 
is from the Pacific tectonic 
plate scooting over a magma 
hotspot it's difficult to find 
an accessible place on O'ahu 
to "see" the east profile of 
Kaua'i. One spot is BL01wo 
at about 420 feet above sea 
level. 
   It wasn't visible. 
   I used three mobile rigs, a 
Kenwood TM-D710a, a Yaesu 
FTM-300d, a Bridgecomm 
220, and a handheld Ken-
wood TM-D74a during the 
contest. 
   Antennas: CompacTenna 
2M/440+ (skinny black cylin-
der on the far side of the car) 
and a Comet Triband on the 
center of the roof. I also have 
a CompacTenna 
220Max for the Bridgecomm.  
   The FTM-300d was my 

"main" mobile rig with its 
head unit mounted on the 
AC vent. It was also beacon-
ing my APRS position during 
travel. 
   At BL01wo I could barely 
hear one transmission, pre-
sumably from Kaua'I at 
about 1:10 PM on 146.52. My 
transmissions on 146.50 and 
446.000 were unanswered. 
   I then drove an hour and 15 
minutes to BL11dh with a 
majestic view of Maui. 
   (The image is contrast-
enhanced so you can see 
Moloka'i and Maui.) 
   Nothing was heard from 
Maui in the half hour I was 
there. 
   My final 2 contacts were 
from Tantalus BL11ch (in the 
light rain) with the Kenwood 
TH-D74a, both (70cm and 
1.25m) with Maui at 5 watts. 
   Thanks for managing Grid 
Madness! 
               Craig/KH6CP, O’ahu 

   “Overall this year was a ton of fun, and I hope there 
are as many folks on the air again next year, so I can 

continue increasing my contacted grids list. “           
Aloha, Luke WH6GRW 

KH6CP,  

North Shore, O’ahu 
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John, WH6EY, Kaua’i 

   Aloha everyone, Much Mahalo for a great 

Grid Madness event this year.  Big Mahalo 

to everyone behind the scenes that make 

this event happen.  For me, 2m was the 

only band I could hear anyone from here 

on the Eastside of Kauai, up in Wailua 

Homesteads.  Could not hear anyone on 

70cm or 6m.  

    A special Mahalo to Bryan, KH6LOL, 

besides the direct contact with him, he 

helped me with 10 relay contacts from sta-

tions on Oahu, Maui and Big Island, a su-

per big help as I could just barely hear 

some of them.  He took relay requests 

from some stations and hustled up others 

to make contact with me.  Really appreci-

ate that.  Also made direct contact again 

with Robert, KH6FX, he was my first long 

distance VHF contact in the 2021 Grid 

Madness, great to repeat that again this 

year.  At the end, total of 2 direct contacts 

with stations on Haleakala, and 10 relay 

contacts using KH6LOL. 

    Conditions were crazy most of the day, 

at one moment I was hearing Bryan, 

KH6LOL S8 almost full quieting, then lis-

ten to him fade off into the noise and not 

hear him for about 10 or 15 minutes, then 

he'd gradually come up in signal strength 

only to disappear again.  Lost a couple of 

relays at different times when that hap-

pened.  But it was all good, I was also able 

to hit Robert, KH7FX direct as well, he was 

my best long distance contact in 2021, my 

first GM.  All in all, I ended up with 12 con-

tacts total on 2m, 2 where direct contacts 

and 10 were relays thru Bryan, KH6LOL.  

   Radio on this end is an Icom IC-9700, 

antennas were a Cushcraft 13B2 and a 

Cushcraft A179B at about 25 feet above 

my roof.  In the background is a Cushcraft 

A4S tribander at 30 feet.  Those three an-

tennas were bought used back in the early 

'90s and still going strong.  For 6m, the 

antenna is a Cushcraft A50S-5 at 34 feet 

(this one is only 10 years old), I use it with 

my Icom IC-7300.  I did order a new 1.25m 

radio so I'll be on that band as well next 

time.  Thanks again to Bryan, KH6LOL for 

the radio recommendation. 

    Much Mahalo again everyone, look for-

ward to the next, 73 and Aloha from 

Wailua Homesteads on the Eastside of Ka-

uai, 73 and Aloha John, WH6EY 

  

WH6EY, Kaua’i 

An early 

look at Grid 

Madness 

action    

   As of Sunday, 

Oct 5, Grid Mad-

ness coordinators 

had the following 

statistics to re-

port: 

   --- 20 operator 

report log submis-

sions (9 from Big 

Island. 1 from Ka-

uai, 4 from Oahu, 

and 6 from Maui). 

   --- Classes: 11 

Base, 5 mobiles, 4 

portables. 

   --- Clubs: 7 

BIARC, 3 MARC, 2 

EARC, 1 Koolau 

ARC, 1 Big Island 

Radio Club  

   The final results 

will be reported in 

the November 

Hamgram. 
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5W and a homemade 

antenna 

Mark, WH6HEO, on Hawai’i 

Island snapped this 

“gearshot” of his Grid Mad-

ness equipment: “5W and a 

homemade antenna, on a 

fishing pole, bolted on some 

shooting legs.” 

 

 

 

KH6LOL, O’ahu 

Grid Madness relay facilitator      

extraordinaire (See article by  

WH6EY on Page 3) 
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BIARC volunteers share wonders of 

ham radio at school ‘science nights’ 

 

   The BIARC Education and Outreach Committee was in action 

again at Waiakea Elementary School on October 1, in partnership 

with the Hawaii Science and Technology Museum's outreach to 

schools in East Hawaii.  

   Joe Rosenbaum, WH6JOE, Jim Tatar, WH6EMN, and David Mil-

ler, KH6CZ, were on site at the school. Anchoring our presence 

on air was Leigh Critchlow, WH6LC, while Joe was the master of 

the microphone at Waiakea Elementary.  

   Such volunteer outreach efforts are tangible assets to BIARC in 

spreading the word about ham radio to our youth, while the pres-

ence of parents and teachers continually reinforces that message.  

   A picture of Joe, in action, is attached. 

   Thanks to Jim Tatar for his support and for providing his com-

plement of FRS radios for student use. Always a great hit. 

   The schedule for the 2025-2026 school year is as follows. 

 

   Keaau Elementary...................Tuesday 8/19/2025 4:30-6:00 

   EB de Silva Elementary........... Wednesday 9/10/2025 5:00-7:00 

   Waiakea Elementary................ Wednesday 10/1/2025 5:00-6:30 

   Waiakeawaena Elementary......Friday 11/14/2025 5:00-7:00 

   Kaumana Elementary............... Wednesday 2/4/2026 5:00-6:30 

   Hilo Union Elementary .............. Wednesday 3/4/2026 5:00-7:00 

   Keonepoko Elementary............most likely the beginning of May  

   Naalehu Elementary.................date unknown at this time; during 

school hours 

   Ka’u Elementary/Middle/High....date unknown at this time; dur-

ing school hours 

   Next up is Waiakeawaena in November. 

73, David Miller, KH6CZ 

KH6CZ photo 

Joe Rosenbaum, WH6JOE, was the master of the microphone at Waiakea 

Elementary on Oct. 1.  The Big Island Amateur Radio Club is one of the 

regulars in a collection of community organizations who help with the 

Hawaii Science and Technology Museum's outreach to schools.  

Hams Needed to 
Track NASA Moon 

Mission 

 
   The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) is seeking volun-
teers to passively track the 2026 Artemis 
II Orion spacecraft as the crewed mis-
sion travels to the Moon and back to 
Earth. 
   The Artemis II test flight will send 
NASA astronauts Reid Wiseman, 
KF5LKT; Victor Glover, KI5BKC; and 
Christina Koch, along with Canadian 
Space Agency (CSA) astronaut Jeremy 
Hansen, KF5LKU, on an approximately 
10-day mission around the Moon. 
  Targeted for no later than April 2026, 
the mission will rely on NASA’s Near 
Space Network and Deep Space Network 
for primary communications and track-
ing support throughout its launch, orbit, 
and reentry. However, with a growing 
focus on commercialization, NASA 
wants to further understand industry’s 
tracking capabilities. 
    This collaboration opportunity builds 
upon a previous request released by 
NASA’s Space Communication and Navi-
gation Program (SCaN ) during the Arte-
mis I mission in 2022. Ten volunteers 
successfully tracked the uncrewed Orion 
spacecraft on its journey thousands of 
miles beyond the Moon and back. 
    One of those volunteers tracking in 
2022 was Scott Chapman, K4KDR, of 
Montpelier, Virginia. “Sometimes it’s 
what you don’t know that makes this 
kind activity interesting,” said Chapman. 
“All I had was a small S-band dish and 
receiver and wasn’t sure what I could or 
couldn’t hear...but when I started hearing 
the signals...it made everything worth it.” 
    Chapman said he felt good about the 
whole process and, while it was interest-
ing, it was also lot of fun! 
    There were also other participants dur-
ing the Artemis I mission, including in-
ternational space agencies, academic 
institutions, commercial companies, 
nonprofits, and private citizens who were 
also attempting to receive Orion’s sig-
nals. 
   Chapman added that NASA is also 
looking for commercial partnerships to 
share in the process. 
    If you’re interested in volunteering for 
next year’s event, all of the information 
can be found at SAM.gov. The response 
deadline is October 27, 2025, at 5:00 PM 
EDT. 

https://www.nasa.gov/mission/artemis-ii/
https://www.nasa.gov/mission/artemis-ii/
https://www.nasa.gov/mission/artemis-ii/
https://www.nasa.gov/mission/artemis-ii/
https://sam.gov/workspace/contract/opp/50d4e81f54e34118a8164fb786b554a6/view
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Hawaii County Siren Report for October 2025 

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group 
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Continued from Page 1 

BIARC Executive Board 
   Thomas Avila, KH6GG, was re-
elected club president at the January 
BIARC Executive Board meeting.  Oth-
ers on the 2025 leadership team are 
Vice President David Miller, KH6CZ, 
Secretary Joseph Rosenbaum, 
WH6JOE, and Treasurer Tony Kitchen, 
WH6DVI.  
   The seven-member board also in-
cludes two at-large directors, Mark 
Watanabe, WH6FSA, and Shawn Far-
ley, WH6GXZ, and our KH6EJ station 
trustee, William Polhemus, NH6ET. 
   Members of the club are encouraged 
to get involved at a committee level on 
one or more of the BIARC standing 
committees. There are many ways to 
help, and the committee activities vary 
widely. 
   As NH6ET noted, the committee level 
is where things happen. And the com-
mittees need “boots on the ground.” 
So, if you see a committee focus that 
interests you, hop aboard. 
   Here are the committees: 
Digital Systems: Luke McKay 
WH6GRW(Chair), Gary Schwiter 
WH6EPS, Shawn Farley WH6GXZ, Tre-
vor Manago KH6IM and Jason Estrella 
WH6GZZ 
Education and Outreach: David Miller 
KH6CZ(Chair), Joe Rosenbaum 
WH6JOE, Mark Watanabe WH6FSA, 
Fred Fischer WH6HAA, Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN, Leigh Critchlow WH6LC, 
Les Hittner K0BAD 
Operating Activities: Joseph Rosen-
baum WH6JOE(Chair), John Bush 
KH6DLK, Tony Kitchen WH6DVI 
Programs: William Polhemus NH6ET
(Chair), Joseph Rosenbaum WH6JOE 
Public Service Communications: Les 
Hittner K0BAD(chair), Jim Tatar 
WH6EMN 
Voice Repeaters: Trevor Manago 
KH6IM(chair), Gary Schwiter WH6EPS, 
William Polhemus NH6ET, Joe Rosen-
baum WH6JOE, Steve Brown KH6SB, 
Stefan Pommerenk NH6SP, Shawn 
Farley WH6GXZ, Luke McKay 
WH6GRW, Frank Roff KH6BFD 
Meeting refreshments: Chair Jim Ta-
tar, WH6EMN 
   The BIARC board meets at noon on 
the second Sunday of each month, 
followed by the 2 p.m. monthly mem-
bership program, at Kamana Senior 
Center in Hilo. All members are wel-
come at both sessions, and the meet-
ings are accessible live via the Inter-
net. Find the links oour website, 
biarc.net.  

   This legislation is intended to 
prevent restrictive homeowners’ 
association (HOA) rules that cur-
rently prohibit or severely limit the 
installation of amateur radio anten-
nas. Passage would give amateur 
radio operators the same rights to 
install antennas on their property 
as those enjoyed by users of TV 
antennas, wireless internet, and 
flagpoles. 
  
Spreading the Word 
  
ARRL CEO David Minster, 
NA2AA, was the guest on the Ham 
Radio Crash Course YouTube 
channel. Host Josh Nass, KI6NAZ, 
talked with Minster for 45 minutes 
about this important letter writing 
campaign. 
  
ARRL West Gulf Division Director 
John Robert Stratton, N5AUS, 
shared insight into the importance 
of getting every ham to send a let-
ter on the W5KUB Amateur Radio 
Roundtable podcast with Brett 
Glass, WY7BG, and Glen Popiel, 
KW5GP. See that discussion on 
YouTube, listen to it on Podbean, 
or view it on Facebook. 
  
“You don’t have a be a member,” 
said Stratton. “Any amateur radio 
operator in or out of an HOA 
should go to the website.” Go 
to www.arrl.org/HOA. 
  
ARRL is also encouraging radio 
clubs to provide letters of support, 
and is urging each club officer to 
sign the letters. There are instruc-
tions for clubs on how to complete 
the letter [PDF] and a sample letter 
that each club can customize with 
their information [DOCX]. 
  
Send your letters now. 

Help eliminate HOA 

restrictions on ham 

radio antennas   

Veterans Day 

Parade kokua 

4 more ham  

volunteers needed 

to help at start 
    

   Aloha: I still need a few 

volunteers on Saturday 

Nov 8th from 8:00-

11:00AM to line up and 

start the various groups 

in the parade.  

   There will be about 80 

groups, and we need 4 

more radio people to 

help. Parking will be 

available either at the 

Wailoa Center or in the 

public stalls of the Coun-

ty and State buildings on 

Aupuni St.  

If we have enough radio 

operators we can use our 

own HT radios on a sim-

plex frequency. Or we will 

be on provided walkie 

talkies. 

   I will have a sign-up 

sheet at the upcoming 

meeting for those who 

will help.  

   Or email me at 

james.tatar@yahoo.com 

   Each group will have an 

assigned place in the pa-

rade so people may need 

help getting to their 

group, and we need them 

to leave on time to keep 

the parade orderly. 

 

Mahalo, 

Jim Tatar 

808 960-1545 

https://www.youtube.com/live/xMLDannix2M
https://www.youtube.com/live/xMLDannix2M
https://www.youtube.com/live/xMLDannix2M
https://youtu.be/Ot2IGxRn87Q?t=376
https://youtu.be/Ot2IGxRn87Q?t=376
https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-g9tvg-1973e51
https://www.facebook.com/tom.medlin.9/videos/783489077637321?idorvanity=279273778772594
http://www.arrl.org/HOA?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ARRL
https://arrl.org/files/file/Clubs/Completing%20the%20Club%20Letters%20for%20Congress.pdf
https://arrl.org/files/file/Clubs/Completing%20the%20Club%20Letters%20for%20Congress.pdf
https://arrl.org/files/file/Clubs/Completing%20the%20Club%20Letters%20for%20Congress.pdf
https://arrl.org/files/file/Clubs/Universal%20Club%20Letter%20For%20ARRL%20Legislation.docx
https://arrl.org/files/file/Clubs/Universal%20Club%20Letter%20For%20ARRL%20Legislation.docx
https://arrl.org/files/file/Clubs/Universal%20Club%20Letter%20For%20ARRL%20Legislation.docx
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BIARC Operating Statement 
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Continued on next page 

Draft Copy. Subject to Executive Board approval at the next scheduled meeting.  

BIARC Executive Board meeting minutes 
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From previous page 

   The BIARC Education 
and Outreach Commit-
tee keeps very busy 
every month, including 
its popular outreach ef-
forts at school Science 
Nights and related ac-
tivities hosted by the 
Hawaii Museum of Sci-
ence and Technology. 
   [On Oct. 1, volunteers 
were at Waiakea Ele-
mentary, introducing 
students to the fun and 
possibilities available 
via amateur radio. (See 
committee report on 
Page 5.)] 
   These pictures were 
taken at the the E.B. De 
Silva Elementary 
School on Sept. 10, 
courtesy of committee 
chair David Miller, 
KH6CZ. Others helping 
out that night on site 
were Joe Rosenbaum, 
WH6JOE, and Jim Ta-
tar, WH6EMN. 

Ed & Outreach 

volunteers on the 

road at De Silva 

Elementary 

WH6JOE and 

KH6CZ share 

wonders of 

ham radio. 
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BIARC Treasurer’s monthly update: 

As of 9/13/25 BIARC has received no new member dues since the August report. The follow-

ing new disbursement were made since the last report: 

Check#1870 $20.92 (Marvin Kitchen-Reimbursement for BIARC Google Workspace payment 

made for August & September 2025) 

Check#1871 $87.75 (Marvin Kitchen-Reimbursement for ATAS antenna stand purchased on 

EBay based on recommendations from WH6JOE & WH6FSA-Funds approved at August 

2025 Executive Board Meeting.) 

BIARC donated funds summary 
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MESHTASTIC 

MODE  

NODE  

MAP  

GROWS  

EACH DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEWIDE 

LISTING AS OF  

FIRST WEEK IN 

 OCTOBER  

COMPILED BY KH6RDO, continues on next 3 pages 
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