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First board 
meeting, 
membership 
event set for 
January 11 

Welcome, 

2026! 

BIARC holiday 
party pics by 
WH6EMN 

   More than two 
dozen members 
and guests en-
joyed the tradi-
tional BIARC 
Holiday Potluck 
Party in Decem-
ber at Kamana 
Senior Center 
in Hilo. 
   The club will 
start off the 
new year with 
its first monthly 
board meeting 
at noon and 
membership 
event at 2 p.m. 

at the center at 127 Kama-
na St. on Sunday, Jan. 11. 
   Both sessions are open 
to the membership, and 
online attendance also is 
welcomed. Find the links 
on the BIARC website, 
biarc.net. 

By David Miller, KH6CZ 

Chair, BIARC Education 

& Outreach Committee    

    

   The Kapi'olani Ele-

mentary School event 

Wednesday, Dec. 17, 

was one of our few 

morning events this 

past year, and one of 

our best. Despite Joe's 

(WH6JOE, SK) unfortu-

nate absence, the rest 

of the team was on 

board.  

  The event was long, 

(set-up at 7:15 a.m. and 

event spread over four 

grade levels from 8:15-

11:35 a.m.) but the stu-

dents were presented in 

an orderly procession 

that made the interac-

tions more meaningful.  

   We were all present 
from 8 hundred through 12 

Continued on next page 

BIARC educational outreach grows 
Next up: Onizuka Science Day at UHH Jan. 24 

KH6CZ photo 

WH6HAA, WH6FSA and WH6EMN introduce amateur radio to keiki in sev-

eral grade levels at Kapi’olani Elementary School in December. 

Refreshments Committee Chair WH6EMN 
will bring this unique hand towel and serv-
ing spoon to the January meeting. They 
were left behind after the holiday potluck 
party. 

Recognize these items? 

 

Tributes to BIARC Silent Keys, AH6EI and WH6DPO, on 

Page 2 

     The Kohala Hamakua Radio Club 

has announced plans for its annual 

February Waimea Hamfest. 

   Pete, WH6GXF, circulated the fol-

lowing announcement about the 

popular event: 

   “Hi all: We are confirmed for 

Waimea Hamfest 2026 on February 

21 at Waimea Community Center, 9 

AM to 2 PM. We have also applied 

for a sanctioned event under ARRL.     

   “Save the date. More information 

to follow soon.” 

Aloha, 

Pete Hendricks  

Annual Waimea Hamfest set for Feb. 21 
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EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH  
From previous page Refreshment  

Committee      
Report 
 
   Starting in 2026 we will be 

providing hot water for instant 

coffee, Lipton tea, green tea 

and cocoa.  

   There will still be water slight-

ly chilled in the freezer.  

   This should satisfy more 

members’ thirst than the previ-

ous arrangement of brewed 

coffee, which has generally 

fallen out of favor with mem-

bers and guests. 

Jim Tatar 

Committee chair 

   Marvin Kitchen, WH6DPO,  83, 
of Ainaloa, passed away in No-
vember.  
   Prior to retiring, Marvin 
worked at Hawaii Community 
College as a computer special-
ist and at UH-Hilo as a software 
engineer. 
   Marvin was a former BIARC 
member and the father of the 
club’s veteran treasurer, Tony 
Kitchen, WH6DVI. Arrangements 
were handled by Dodo Mortu-
ary, with a memorial service 
held at the Orchidland Chapel of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. 
   Marvin grew up in Utah, then 
worked in electrical engineering 
in Los Angeles, prior to moving 
to Oregon, and later to Hawaii. 
   “In Los Angeles, my father 
worked with early chip design-
ers, helping to test and develop 
integrated circuits,” said Tony. 
“This was long before the per-
sonal computer and before the 
term ‘Silicon Valley’ existed.  
   “He was fascinated by elec-
tronics from an early age. He 
lived in a ‘hot spot’ of electrical 
engineering. After my sister 
Sandia and I were born, he rec-
ognized that LA was not neces-
sarily the best place to raise a 
family, so he moved us to 
Southern Oregon. At the time 
Oregon was a peaceful mix of 
small towns and farming com-
munities.” Later, another son 
and daughter were born to 
Marvin and his wife, Nancy. 
  “My father started his first 
business in television repair. By 
the time I was 8 he started an-
other business as an electrical 
engineer and consultant. He 
took the time to teach me elec-
trical concepts and design and 
kept me active in Cub and Boy 
Scouts.” 
   As his children grew, he start-
ed other businesses that fo-
cused on digital electronics, 
then computers, and finally 
software. 

MARVIN KITCHEN 

WH6DPO, SK 

hundred. Leigh, WH6LC,  and Fred, WH6HAA, were on the Hot 

Line, connected to the BIARC repeater.  Thanks for those ex-

traordinary efforts. On the ground were Mark, WH6FSA, Jim, 

WH6EMN, and I.  

   Apparently, 320 attended, and we all enjoyed the event. We 

are on the list for future outreach programs with the Museum 

of Science and Technology. 

   Our next event will be on Saturday, Jan. 24, at the University 

of Hawaii at Hilo.  

   We have been invited by the Pacific International Space Cen-

ter for Exploration Systems (PISCES), the Canada-France-

Hawaii Telescope, and the Hawai'i Science and Technology 

Museum to participate in the Astronaut Ellison Onizuka Sci-

ence Day at UHH.   

   This will be a very special opportunity to present BIARC to 

the public. 

   Glenn Kadota 

of Volcano, 

AH6EI, died re-

cently after being 

hospitalized in 

Hilo. An Elmer to 

many new, as 

well as experi-

enced, operators 

over the decades, 

Glenn first be-

came a ham  

as a teenager. 

   "I first got my 

ham license in 

high school 50 

years ago.  I have 

been back in the 

hobby a number 

of years now," he 

wrote on his QRZ 

site a few years 

ago. His previous 

call sign was 

AH6IO until he 

changed it to 

AH6EI in April of 

2021. 

   His QTH is at 

the 4,000-foot 

elevation in the 

Volcano Golf 

Course Subdivi-

sion. Glenn got 

great pleasure 

out of testing and 

using various 

radios and anten-

na set-ups. And 

he enjoyed shar-

ing those experi-

ences and the 

knowledge 

gained with inter-

ested hams. 

   As he noted on 

QRZ, "My trans-

ceivers change a 

lot." 

   Information 

about services 

for Glenn is 

pending and was 

not available as 

of the Hamgram 

publication dead-

line. 

 

 

 

A good time was 

had by all at the 

BIARC Winter Field 

Day 2022 event off 

Mana Road. BIARC 

members and 

friends enjoyed the 

high-elevation day 

in the sun and a 

home-cooked meal 

of pork adobo pre-

pared by mobile 

chef Paul Ducasse, 

WH7BR, who took 

this photo.  Glenn 

Kadota, AH6EI, SK, 

is second from 

right, crouching 

next to Gary 

Schwiter, WH6EPS. 

 
GLENN KADOTA, AH6EI, Silent Key 

In this photo from the March 2021 

club newsletter, Glenn joins a Feb-

ruary club Zoom discussion during 

the first of two annual general 

membership meetings. By April, he 

was operating under his new call 

sign, AH6EI. 
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The Hawaii County Siren Report for January 2025 

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group 
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Hawaii Meshtastic nodes, updated monthly 
 

COMPILED BY KH6RDO /// Listing continues on next page 
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