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    At the January meet-

ing, the membership was 

treated to a wide-ranging 

discussion on the latest 

developments within the 

“open source communi-

ty” responsible for break-

throughs in technology 

and equipment. 

   Shawn Farley, 

WH6GXZ, focused on his 

efforts on behalf of the 

Hawaii Meshtastic net-

work, and encouraged 

others to get involved. 

   Anyone with a Rasp-

berry Pi can join in and 

help. MeshForge is a big 

part of the process. 

   President Thomas Avila 

focused on the world of 

Linux and the experi-

menting and fun he’s 

having in that arena. 

   William Polhemus, NH6ET, gave a hana hou 

presentation of  his  popular talk on 

“Grounding, Part 1.” 

     With interaction from some of the mem-

bers present, William went step-by-step 

through this complex and vital subject area, 

repeatedly stressing his personal mantra:    

 

Photo by Paul Ducasse, WH7BR 

NEW BIARC BOARD — Following the first executive board meeting of the 

new year, the 2026 leadership team takes time out for a photo. From left: 

Jim Tatar, WH6EMN, secretary; David Miller, KH6CZ, vice president; Fred 

Fischer, WH6HAA, treasurer;  directors Shawn Farley, WH6GXZ, and Ber-

nie Walp, WB6PIO; William Polhemus, NH6ET, our FCC station trustee; 

and Thomas Avila, KH6GG, president. 

What’s more important than grounding your QTH? 

Answer: Doing it the RIGHT way 

   Due to the Feb. 8 Super Bowl, BIARC's monthly meet-
ings at Kamana Senior Center will be at noon (Executive 
Board) and 2 p.m. (membership) on Sunday, Feb. 15. 
BIARC Secretary Jim Tatar, WH6EMN, also reports Kama-
na coordinators need to do some room changes to ac-
commodate class schedules. 
   "We will have our February directors and general meet-
ing in room AB, which is next to where we are now," said 
Jim.  
   "In March we will need to meet in the small room next 
to the office and then move to AB after that for the gen-
eral meeting. 
   "Starting in April we will be in room AB for all meetings 
and the meeting times will remain at 12 noon for the di-
rectors meeting and 2 p.m. for the general meeting." 

By Bob Schneider, AH6J 

 

   Winter Field Day (WFD,  

held on the last weekend in 

January) is an operating 

event similar to the ARRL 

Field Day held on the fourth 

weekend in June.  

   Rules are similar except 

the class "O" is reserved for 

"Outside" stations. We were 

reporting "3O PAC".  

   On the mainland cold 

weather can be a negative 

factor.  

   In Hawaii cold weather is 

not a problem even though 

our highest mountain, Mau-

Super Bowl preempts BIARC; 

regular meetings will be Feb. 15 

Gary Miller, KH6GM, and Bob Schneider, AH6J, at South 

Point Amateur Radio Club Winter Field Day next to Whit-

tington Beach Park in Ka’u on Jan. 24. 

A Winter Field Day like no other! 

na Kea, did have snow. 

   The South Point Amateur 

Radio Club, (aka, SPARC) is 

the southern most Amateur 

Radio Club in the United 

States. They sponsored the 

event setup and operation. 

Their base-camp was close to 

Whittington Beach Park. The 

nearest town is Naalehu. 

   It is a significant drive from 

just about any place on Hawaii 

Island aka "The Big Island." 

Hawaii Island has a total land 

area of about 4,000 square 

miles.  

“Don’t meet code; exceed code.” 
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Tephra that fell from the eruption. 

Rick Ward, WH6FC, SPARC president. 

The third member of 

the intrepid team 

from the East Side, 

KH6GM’s stainless  

steel, electric Tesla 

truck. 

   At 10:30 AM HST Gary Miller, 

KH6GM, called and asked if I want-

ed to go to Field Day if he drove. I 

said yes and he agreed to pick me 

up at Noon. He was driving his Tes-

la, an electric truck with a stainless 

steel body and Full Self Driving if 

selected. It is very nice! 

   Meanwhile, Kilauea Volcano had 

been building pressure toward its 

"Episode 41" eruption cycle. Hawaii 

Volcanoes National Park (HVNP) is 

about 30 miles south of Hilo. Gary's 

home is about 20 miles north of Hilo 

and I am located in Keaau, 7 miles 

south of Hilo. 

   The volcano started  its vigorous 

fountain eruption at 11:10 AM and 

by 11:30 AM the lava fountains were 

somewhere around 1,600 feet, (500 

meters) but there was almost no 

wind. 

   Gary arrived in Keaau at 12 noon    

and drove south. As we arrived at 

the village of Volcano, a little after 

12:30, they closed the road (HWY 

11) behind us and we were commit-

ted to continuing south. 

   We decided to drive into HVNP to 

get pictures and see the eruption. It 

was very crowded and 

"Tephra" (rocks) were falling from 

the sky and hitting us.  

   Shortly after we got into  the Park, 

they actually closed it due to the 

large quantities of Tephra and ash 

falling near the eruption.  

   The rangers opened the rear gate 

and allowed us to exit directly on 

HWY 11, but we could only turn 

south. Because there was little wind 

the rocks fell straight back down, 

eventually covering the surround-

ing area.  

   Tephra is light and the fallout area 

was several miles around the volca-

no. There was also a lot of "Pele's 

Hair", (strands of glass like lava). 

   We "finally" arrived at the gate 

entrance to the WFD site only to 

discover police cars, fire trucks and 

emergency vehicles. It turns out 

they were looking for a lost spear 

fisherman. (Unfortunately, later that 

evening they did find his body.) 

   Earlier that morning the Hawaii 

County Civil Defense (HCCD) direc-

tor, Talmadge Magno, visited the 

site to see the activities. During FD 

that visit means extra points. 

   Radio propagation conditions 

were great on 10M from the start. 

Contacts were made on 10M, 15M, 

20M and 40M. The crew did a won-

A Winter Field Day like no other! 

Photos by Gary Miller, 
KH6GM, 
Bob Schneider, AH6J, 
and USGS at HVNP  

Lava fountain and lava pool 
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View of the lava fountains estimated at 1,600 feet (as 

shown on local TV news). 

derful job of setting everything up and were “on the air” by 8:00 

A.M. 

   WF1A, Vojin Oklogdzija, operated the CW tent and the main 

area had SSB and the food. They operated "3O PAC" even 

though the third transmitter was not very active. 

   They used Rick Ward's call WH6FC. Rick reported they made 

2620 points or 42% of their goal operating for only half the con-

test. Operations were stopped at 8:00 P.M. And all the partici-

pants left the area by 11:30 P.M. Because we are in Hawaii, many 

of the phone contacts ended with "Aloha" as the final sign off. 

   As for Gary and me, later in the afternoon we got a message 

from HCCD that Highway 11 would be reopened about 6 PM. We 

ended up following the road cleaning (sweeping and washing) 

trucks part of the way back. 

   Fortunately, the Tesla was able to self-drive us most of the 160-

mile round trip through the Tephra falling and in the wake of the 

road washing trucks, making the experience more relaxing for us 

to catch up on our event-filled day. 

   It was a Field Day we will never forget!  

 

Fallout from the eruption covers ground at entrance 

to Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. 

A Winter Field Day like no other! 

On the way home ... 

Crews on tanker trucks wash debris from roads. 
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Youth on the Air 

Camp general app 

Jeremy Punsalan, KH7CN, has won the World Wide Award             

All Bands Mixed-Hawaii-Bronze hunter award. 

BIARC Minutes of General 

Meeting 1/10/2026 

General Membership Meeting convened at 2:09 PM 

   Directors Present: Thomas Avila, President; David 

Miller, Vice President; Fred Fischer, Treasurer; 

James Tatar, Secretary, Trustee William Polhemus; 

Shawn Farley, Director; Bernie Walp Director. 

  The new board was introduced to the members, and 

the positions of the various directors announced:  

Thomas Avila: President 

David Miller: Vice President 

Fred Fischer: Treasurer 

James Tatar: Secretary 

William Polhemus: Trustee 

Shawn Farley: Director 

Bernie Walp: Director 

   Members introduced themselves. A discussion and 

comprehensive information on Grounding was given 

by William Polhemus. We have 2 members who are 

now silent key, Glenn and Marvin. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

James Tatar, secretary 

 

   ARRL is granting each state two runs at 

being W1AW.  

   In our case: W1AW/KH6. 

   This is to help activate all 50 states for the 

special WAS250 certificate. 

https://www.arrl.org/america250-was 

   This has already begun with New York and 

Nebraska leading off during the 

first week of this year as W1AW/2 and 

W1AW/0. Each week starts Wednesday 

at 0000Z and ends the next Wednesday.  

   See the whole list here: 

https://tinyurl.com/4vzbmn4c 

   Our weeks for activating W1AW/KH6 are 

March 18-24 and Aug 19-25. 

For Guam, the weeks are March 11-17 and 

Dec 9-15. 

   This is a fun event and is open to all hams 

regardless of license level. 

   However, be sure to stay within your FCC 

frequency and mode allocations 

for your license. It can be on any non-WARC 

band and any mode (CW, Phone, Digital). 

   We need your help to get W1AW/KH6 ac-

tive as much as possible on all 

modes during our two weeks.  

   First up is March 18-24. I have set up an 

operating schedule with two-hour shifts. 

You can see the spreadsheet 

here: https://tinyurl.com/3urw3pm9 

   To sign up, you need to contact your is-

land coordinator or me. 

Kauai: Bill, W2DK email: secretary at kauai-

arc.org 

Oahu: Kimo, KH7U email: kimochun at 

gmail.com 

Maui: Alan AD6E email: ad6e at arrl.net 

Hawaii: Lloyd KH6LC email: kh6lc at hot-

mail.com 

Guam: Tim KH2XX email: eodkaboom at 

hotmail.com 

Operate W1AW/KH6 in mid March —————————— 
   Send an email to your coordinator re-

questing a specific date, time, 

band, and mode. They will add you to the 

operating schedule. You operate W1AW/

KH6 mid March, and may request as many 

operating slots as you want. 

   Please read the operating guidelines. 

https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1X_CVDbkGfu19yVdeGHoeeubapnEpGik

J/view?usp=sharing 

   You need to log all contacts with a computer 

that can provide a log in 

ADIF and send it to me after the event. 

   Bottom line: Have fun! 

   Aloha, Alan AD6E / KH6TU 

   Please contact me with questions at 

ad6e@arrl.net and NOT arrl.org 

ARRL Pacific Section 

Section Manager: Alan P Maenchen, AD6E 

ad6e@arrl.org 
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The Hawaii County Siren Report for February 2026 

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group 

Notes: 

Enclosed is the February siren report. We had several new locations being reported.                                          
Allstar system was partially out along Hamakua today. 

KH6RDO,                                                                                                                                                                         
02/02/2026 
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The Hawaii County Siren Report for February 2026 

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group 
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WH6EMN, KH6CZ 
and WH6HAA at 
Kaumana          
Elementary      
Science Night on 
Feb. 4. 
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   The 3YØK DXpedition to Bouvet Island    

is scheduled for February and March, 2026.  

Bouvet is a remote island in the Southern Ocean, 

populated only by seals and penguins, and 

known for treacherous weather and surf condi-

tions. It is a territory of Norway and nearly all of it 

is covered by glaciers.  

Plans call for the team to leave for Bouvet from 

Cape Town, South Africa, on February 1. Weath-

er permitting, 3YØK plans to use helicopter airlifts 

to transport personnel and equipment between 

the vessel and the island. The group expects to 

spend three weeks on and around the island and 

will attempt to contact as many other ham radio 

operators around the world as they can, using up 

to 8 stations operating on CW, SSB, FT8, RTTY 

and the QO-100 geostationary satellite.  

QST, QST:                  

Bouvet Island      

calling 

https://3y0k.com/
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ARRL to host 9th 

annual Ham Radio 

Science Citizen 

Investigation 

Workshop 
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COMPILED BY KH6RDO, continues on next several pages 

STATE-WIDE MESHTASTIC LISTING AS OF FEBRUARY 5  
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Hawaii Meshtastic listing continues 
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Hawaii Meshtastic listing continues 
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Hawaii Meshtastic listing continues 



14 

 

Hawaii Meshtastic listing continues 
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