
Remember:  

If you can’t 

make it to 

the meeting, 

join group 

online 
President Thomas Avila, KH6GG, adjusts 
the online meeting setup prior to the 
March 8 get-together at Kamana Senior 
Center in Hilo. 

   This month’s meetings will be 
on Sunday, April 12, with the 
Executive Board meeting at noon 
and the membership gathering 
at 2 p.m. 
   The sessions will be in Room 
AB at Kamana Senior Center in 
Hilo. Room AB now will be our 
usual meeting spot for the near 
future. It is the room next to the 
room we had used for the last 
several years.  
    Both meetings also will be ac-
cessible via the Internet. For 
links to the sessions, visit the 
club website, www.biarc.net. 
   Last month, soldering was the 
main presentation and discus-
sion topic. 
   Bob Schneider, AH6J, opened 
the segment by pointing out that 
soldering is simply “connecting 
metals together.” He showed 
some of his equipment and de-
scribed its uses. 
   Turns out AH6J actually is a 

graduate of soldering school, 
which he attended in the mili-
tary. He noted that there are 
various types of soldering for 
various materials and reasons. 
   He said the “One Basic Rule of 
Soldering” is “keep it clean.” 
   You’ve 
got to 
“keep 
your met-
al clean” 
and you 
must use 
the cor-
rect tem-
perature 
for the specific materials used. 
   President Thomas Avila, 
KH6GG, showed some tradition-
al soldering tools as well as some 
“newer age” equipment. 
   He stressed that it’s important 
to keep the tips clean too, so you 
can transfer heat correctly. A 
“nice clean tip” is vital. 

   Various equipment donated by John Bonewitz, 

KH6JB, former Keaau High School teacher, will be 

available at the April meeting. 

   “I'll be bringing this to the April meeting if any-

one is interested in it. All items are in various stag-

es of repair or disrepair,” said Secretary Jim Ta-

tar, WH6EMN. 

    Jim lists the items here : 

1. Bell Stereo Model 3DT  mfg. 1953 one of the ear-

liest stereos 

2. Collins 516E-1    12V Power Supply Serial num-

ber 1234 

3. BOOEN 70V power supply 

4. Leader Signal Generator Model 17A , 100kHz-

150MHz 

5. Hitachi O-Scope Model V-1065A 

6. Hughes Mitchell tube tester. No Model # Serial # 

1288 

7. Black mystery box — I can't remember what 

John said it was but it's heavy. 

   This will be in bed of my truck under the cover so 

it will stay dry. 

Aloha, Jim 

Check out 
vintage 

equipment 
from John 
Bonewitz, 

KH6JB 

April 2026 

Above, a modern 
soldering iron kit, 
with 60W solder-
ing gun. 
 
At left: A display 
of antique vintage 
soldering irons 
against the back-
ground of old 
radio circuits 
from the USSR. 



Mark KH6LT exhibiting his traveling antenna farm. 

   Hams from all over 
gathered at the recent 
annual EARC Hamfest 
in Honolulu. 
Mel Uchida, KH6EKD, 
snapped these photos for 
the Hamgram. Photos by KH6EKD 

Hams enjoy 

attending 

Hamfests  

throughout 

island chain 

Seller Michael KH6ML with buyer Jeremy KH7CN 
who flew in from the Big Island for the day. 

Inside the hall during the event. 

Sign-in table. 

Sign-in table. 



The Hawaii County Siren Report for April 2026  

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group  

April 2026 Siren Report.  
Note that all sirens ran about 30 sec, paused, then ran another 2 1/2 min.  

Next School Science 
Night is April 16 

    The members of the BIARC Education 
and Outreach Committee are looking for-
ward to attending the Hilo Intermediate 
School science night on Thursday, April 
16, said Chairman David Miller, KH6CZ. 
   The event will be from 5-6:30 PM, spon-
sored by the Hawaii Science and Technol-
ogy Museum in Hilo. 



 

Hunting for contacts keeps hams happy 
the world around. Contesting offers hours 
of fun, and certificates to boot. Here are 
two that Jeremy Punsalan won during the 
recent Young Ladies WWA annual seven-

day YL World Wide Award event. In the 10 
meters mixed mode, KH7CN  ranked 
5th out of 10,572 operators around 
the world. And in Hawaii, he was the 
top scorer, ranking first out of 27 Ha-
waii operators.  

                DX communication is communication over large or relatively uncommon distances. On the UHF or VHF bands which are typically used 
for short range or line of sight communications, DX may represent communication with stations 50 or 100 miles away. The UHF and microwave 
bands have also been used to accomplish Earth–Moon–Earth communication between stations worldwide.[13] On the low frequency bands (30 Hz to 
30 kHz), contacts between stations separated by more than 100 miles are often considered DX,[14] but in amateur radio on the high-frequency bands, 
DX is referred to as stations outside of the receiver's country.   
              Among amateur radio operators and shortwave listeners, most traditional DX communication occurs on the HF bands, where 
the ionosphere is used to refract the transmitted radio beam. The beam returns to the Earth's surface, and may then be reflected back into the iono-
sphere for a second bounce. Ionospheric refraction is generally only feasible for frequencies below about 50 MHz, and is highly dependent upon 
atmospheric conditions, the time of day, and the eleven-year sunspot cycle. It is also affected by solar storms and some other solar events, which 
can alter the Earth's ionosphere by ejecting a shower of charged particles. 
             The angle of refraction places a minimum on the distance at which the refracted beam will first return to Earth. This distance decreases with 
frequency. As a result, any station employing DX will be surrounded by an annular dead zone where they can't hear other stations or be heard by 
them. This is the phenomenon that allows short wave radio reception to occur beyond the limits of line of sight. It is utilized by amateur ra-
dio enthusiasts (hams), shortwave broadcast stations (such as BBC and Voice of America) and others, and is what allows one to hear AM (MW) 
stations from areas far from their location. It is one of the backups to failure of long-distance communication by satellites, when their operation is 
affected by electromagnetic storms from the sun. 
             For example, in clear ionosphere conditions, one can hear France Inter on 711 kHz, far into the UK and as far as Reading, Berkshire. It is 
also possible to hear Radio Australia from Melbourne as far away as Lansing, Michigan, a distance of some 9,835 miles (15,827 kilometers). 
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    For tower climber Denny Todd, KC7RVK, 

there is only one required tool...fear! 

   Todd, now 86 years old, has been climbing 

towers for 70 years.  

    His first was in South Dakota when he 

was 16, to put up an antenna so residents 

could receive stations from Omaha, Nebras-

ka, 90 miles away. 

    His climbing career was influenced by an 

interest in science and radio. His father was 

an engineer at a local AM station. Once he 

was up in the air, Denny never looked 

back...or down! 

    “The fear, to me, meant I had to do every-

thing, take every precaution, to climb safe-

ly,” said Todd. He also was involved in heli-

copter-assisted work on high towers. 

   “You climb up a section of tower while a 

chopper flies in with either another section 

or an antenna that needs to be attached,” 

said Todd. “It’s a little scary trying to insert 

the bolts and tighten the nuts at the same 

time the aircraft is hovering above!” 

    In 1962, after earning an associate degree 

in electrical engineering from Central Tech-

nical Institute and his FCC First Class Radi-

otelephone license, Todd began working for 

South Dakota Public Television and, in 1966, 

became the assistant engineering director. 

    For the past 25 years, he has worked with 

his partner, Lynn Leighton, KG7PTC, also an 

accomplished tower climber and amateur 

radio operator. 

    In February, Todd and Leighton went to 

Las Vegas for the convention of the National 

Association of Tower Erectors (NATE), of 

which Todd was a founding member in 1995. 

NATE is a non-profit trade association dedi-

Denny Todd, KC7RVK, and Lynn Leighton, KG7PTC, at the 

2026 NATE convention in Las Vegas. [Photo used with per-

mission of Craig Lekutis, Publisher, Wireless Estimator] 

Climbing high and never looking back 
For tower climber Denny Todd. LC7RVK, there’s only one required 
tool: 

                       Fear 

cated to providing a unified voice for companies in the di-

verse tower and communications infrastructure construc-

tion, service, and maintenance industries. 

   Todd tried to retire in 1978 but that didn’t work. So, when 

does he plan to stop climbing?  

   “When I lay down for my ‘dirt nap,’ ” he chuckled. 
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