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        June 2026 

   The Executive Board will meet at noon 
and the membership program will start at 
2 p.m. June 14 at Kamana Senior Center at 
127 Kamana St. in Hilo. Both meetings will 
be online.    
  At the May semi-annual membership 

By John Litz, NZ6Q 
ARRL Pacific Division Director 
 
   Recently, we hope many of you have 
seen the video from U.S. Senator Ted 
Cruz (R-Texas) publicly highlighting the 
critical role that Amateur Radio Service 
volunteers fulfill during disasters; 
praising and thanking ham radio opera-
tors who provide essential communica-
tions when disasters knock out power 
and cellular networks and communities 
are cut off. 
   Senator Cruz is Chairman of the Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. He pointed out that 
Amateur Radio Operators are 
ready to respond, ready to serve, and 

Support in U.S. Senate for 
Amateur Radio Emergency 
Preparedness Act, but  
letters in favor are needed 

KH6CZ photos 

Mark Watanabe, WH6FSA, above, and Jim Tatar, WH6EMN, below, 
answer questions about Amateur Radio during the May 13 
Keonepoko Elementary School Science Night. See Page 6 for 
more photos and info about the BIARC Education and Outreach 
Committee’s work in the community. 

June 14 date for monthly meetings 

Update from Secretary Jim Tatar, WH6EMN 
    
   Field Day is Saturday, June 27, at Wailoa 
State Park. Get there early as we have not rent-
ed a pavilion this year. The smaller huts are 
available on a first-come first-served basis.  
   Please remember to bring your radio gear., 
coolers, batteries, and misc. everything. I will 
not be making it there this year but if someone 
wants to stop by and pick up the canopy and 
cooler let me know by sending me an email.    
   The are some funds available for food so 
remember to keep the receipts for potluck food 
to get reimbursed. Check with the board mem-

Continued on Page 2 

Continued on Page 2 

Continued on Page 3 

BIARC Field Day June 27 at Wailoa 
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ready to make a difference in times of need. He ended his statements by 
thanking ham radio volunteers for their courage and commitment and 
noting that Amateur Radio’s work strengthens our communities. 
   ARRL’s Washington team has been working hard in the background 
building support for the Amateur Radio Emergency Preparedness Act 
which will bring relief to the thousands of Ham radio operators who live 
with antenna restrictions in private neighborhoods. Both licensed Ama-
teur Radio and GMRS operators have generated 160,000 letters to elected 
representatives in Congress on behalf of this legislation. If you 
haven’t yet done so, you can send letters of support easily by simply 
pasting this link into your web browser: 
   https://send-a-letter.org/hoa/  
   Sen. Cruz's video is designed to encourage further support to bring the 
Amateur Radio Emergency Preparedness Act (HR 1094 & S 459) for a 
vote before the end of this session of Congress. Now is our opportunity 
to raise awareness to our federally elected officials about the effective 
response from the Amateur Radio community to disasters in our Division 
like wildfires, atmospheric river floods, Tropical Storms and Hurricanes 
and of course earthquakes. We should also raise awareness for the hard 
work invested by Amateur Radio Operators on projects like “the Beacon 
Exercise” and hundreds of public service events across our communities 
that are made safer because of Amateur Radio Volunteers. 
   Antenna relief remains the #1 issue for discussion at ARRL Pacific 
Division Ham Fests, especially in heavily populated areas across our 
division. Living in “the country” without restrictive HOA covenants 
is not an option for many Hams. 
   This is where we are asking your help with moving these bills to the 
next level. 
   First, If you haven’t yet done so, send your letters of support easily 
by simply following the link 
   https://send-a-letter.org/hoa/ 
   Second, go to https://congress.gov and enter your address. This will 
bring up links to email or call the offices of your two U.S. senators 
and your House representative. Whether you call or write an email, 
please state something like: 
   "On behalf of the hundreds of federally licensed Amateur Radio opera-
tors in your district, I want you to be aware of the recent video by Senator 
Ted Cruz supporting the tax-free, volunteer community work licensed 
Amateur Radio operators undertake in providing communications in 
times of public need and disaster. To this end, I’m asking you to support 
and become a co-sponsor of bills HR 1094 or S 459, the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Preparedness Act. Thank you for your consideration." 
   The link to Sen. Cruz two-minute video is: https://
youtu.be/4ZNeMXyCQ7Y 
   It takes about 5 minutes to navigate the webpage of each of your 
congressional representatives to send an email. 
   Even if you live in a neighborhood without antenna restrictions or you 
do not participate in emergency or public service communications, many 
of your fellow Hams do, and they need your support. More importantly, 
emergency communications are the key link to gain support of elected 
officials for successful passage of this vital legislation.  
   Please share this email with your club members and fellow Hams, even 
those who are not ARRL members. Working together, we can ensure that 
Hams in vulnerable subdivisions and neighborhoods because of antenna 
restrictions will be able to respond effectively when needed. 
   Thank You for all you are doing for your communities, for the hobby, 
and for the ARRL.  
   Stay Radio Active! 
73 de 
John Litz, NZ6Q 
ARRL Pacific Division Director 
 
Dr. Carol Milazzo, KP4MD 
ARRL Pacific Division Vice Director 

   BIARC website and 
newsletter access  

experiencing  
technical  

difficulties 
 
   The BIARC website and the 
BIARC Newsletter are experi-
encing some technical difficul-
ties. There is a temporary fix 
that should get things working 
until we get our regular 
biarc.net URL is working 
again. 
   For the  BIARC May 
Hamgram, please visit: http://
biarc.net.dream.website/
BIARC_newsletters/202305_BI
ARC_newsletter.pdf 
    For the BIARC website 
please visit: http://
biarc.net.dream.website/ 
   I apologize for the inconven-
ience. We are hoping that the 
regular biarc.net address will 
be operational soon. 
73, 
Tony Kitchen, WH6DVI 

Amateur Radio Emergency Prep Act Continued from Page 1 
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meeting, following the offi-
cial business segment, John 
Bush, KH6DLK, spoke about 
"Digital QRP" and of how, 
ham-wise, "the landscape is 
changing." 
   Digital is now proving 
more efficient than sideband 
and CW. And with QRP digi-
tal, you don't need all of the 
real estate for putting up a 
gain antenna.  
   DLK gave an overview of 
FT8, JS8, Fldigi and VARA 
Winlink. 
   Shawn Farley, WH6GXZ, 
spoke about the "Mesh" 
world and the two main in-
habitants: Meshtastic and 
MeshCore. 
   They are two different and 
separate entities, he noted: 
"they don't compete." 

 

Club meeting info, 
discussions 
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Francine Gecko 
 
At the QTH of 
KH6HAK, Hank Kaul 
gets a lot of morning 
net help from his pet 
gecko, Francine. 
He has noticed, howev-
er, that his  little green 
pal isn’t so much inter-
ested in rag-chewing as 
she is in chewing on 
pieces of his breakfast 
granola bar. 

First Saturday of the 
Month Breakfast still 

going strong 
   The informal multi-club 
First Saturday of the Month 
Breakfast gathering is an 
East Hawaii tradition. Over 
the years, interested hams 
have met at varying venues 
on that first Saturday. 
   There’s no formal agenda, 
and everyone is welcome. 
The current setup is at 7:30 
a.m. at IHOP restaurant in 
Hilo. 
   One of the regulars for 
many years, Rick Gardner, 
WH6LU, has put out a call for 
increased participation: 
“Some of us would like to 
see more BIARC members 
attending our monthly multi-
club breakfast. 
   “It’s a great opportunity for 
hams to get an idea what's 
going on locally,” he noted. 

Field Day June 27 

 
Continued from Page 1 

ber who is on site, so we don't 
go over budget. We do NOT 
have any 120V power there, so 
you need to bring power. 
 
I have not heard anything about a 
Fox hunt this year, so maybe next 
year 
 
Some will be setting up at other 
sites around Hilo and possibly 
Kalanianaole Park too for some 
RF separation. So, if you don't find 
people at one site then go to the 
other one.  There is no overnight 
in the park so make sure you bug 
out before the gates close. 
 
Enjoy  
 
Jim Tatar 

Aloha All Members 

    We have a vacancy in the Programs 
Working Group that can be filled by any 
member. If you are interested let us 
know at the meeting so you can be 
nominated to the position. This is to 
schedule various programs for presen-
tation to the members every month. 

Mahalo, 
Jim Tatar 
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The Hawaii County Siren Report for June 2026  

From Darrell Asuka, KH6RDO, for the Big Island ARES Group  
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KH6CZ and WH6EMN photos 
Pictures that capture the moment at 
the Keonepoko Elementary outreach 
on May 13. 
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Public Service Committee Report 
We have 2 events planned, 
1. The Volcano Half Marathon in August and,  
2. Veterans Day Parade on Saturday November 8

th
. 

 

Health Net- Hilo Medical, Honokaa Hospital, Pahala Hospital 
I have a new 900MHz repeater for the HBMC which will be up on the roof within a couple of weeks, and I 
have installed a temporary PAR End fed 10-80 for HF. And we have a 40 meter buddy pole forbackup. 
Honokaa will have their 900MHz repeater on the container by late June which will link them to HBMC via 
meshtastic as there are no radio operators on site..  
Once this is done I plan to concentrate on get a solar powered 900MHz repeater into Na’alehu to feed back 
to Pahala Hospital. 

From Chairman Jim Tatar, WH6EMN 

Jan 10, 2026 
Big Island Amateur Radio Club Directors Meeting 
 
From Secretary Jim Tatar 
 
Call to Order: 12:14 PM 
Directors Present: Thomas Avila, David Miller, William Polhemus, Bernie Walp, James Tatar, Fred Fischer, 
Shawn Farley 
Others Present: Tony Kitchen- still assisting as treasurer until transfer is completed. 
Treasurers Report- The signing and other legal work will require a copy of the minutes transferring the position 
from Tony Kitchen to Fred Fischer. Tony Kitchen requested that all reports be sent to Leigh Critchlow at least 
one week prior to the meeting. Current report will be attached to minutes. 
Digital Systems:  Mauna Loa & Pepeekeo have been upgraded to G2’s and a new filter on Pepeekeo. 
Education and Outreach Committee: Is an attachment to minutes. 
Public Service: Upcoming requests for Volcano ½ Marathon and Veterans Day Parade. 
Voice Repeaters: No report 
Tony Kitchen stated the copies of the Constitution and Bylaws that Les Hitner had submitted were outdated 
from 2019 and need to be updated prior to becoming effective.  
William Polhemus informed the board that the motion in November by Les Hitner to change the Constitution and 
Bylaws was invalid, and the members vote was invalid as Article IV Section 1 requires a one month notice in 
writing prior to the meeting at which the vote is to be taken for the Constitution. While the Bylaws do not require 
a written notice, any change to the Constitution requires a notice. Since it was a single motion that included 
both the Constitution and Bylaws it rendered the entire motion invalid. 
Fred Fischer volunteered to be the Treasurer, William made a motion to elect Fred as Treasurer. The motion 
passed 7-0 in favor. 
Jim Tatar volunteered to be Secretary and was elected 7-0 in favor. 
Thomas Avila volunteered to be President, Shawn made a motion to nominate Thomas, and Thomas was elect-
ed 7-0 in favor. 
David Miller volunteered to serve as Vice President and was elected 7-0 in favor. 
William Polhemus volunteered to serve as Trustee for the club call sign. And was elected 7-0 in favor 
Bernie Walp and Shawn Farley will serve as directors. 
There was discussion about who would sign checks. It was decided that the Treasurer and Secretary would ful-
fill that duty. Fred Fischer as Treasurer and James Tatar as Secretary. 
Due to the untimely loss of Joe Rosenbaum as Secretary the November and December minutes are needed to 
be completed by a sitting board member. This makes the minutes submitted to the board by Jim Tatar invalid. 
William Polhemus will be writing the minutes of both meetings. 
Les Hitner has asked to relinquish control of the list serve to another person. The board will decide who will 
take over that function by the March meeting. 
Both William Polhemus and Shawn Farley volunteered and will share overseeing the Facebook web site ac-
counts. 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1:30PM. 
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Minutes BIARC 4-12-2026 Executive Meeting 
 
From Secretary Jim Tatar 
 
Call to order 12:08 by David Miller in Thomas’ absence 
Present: David Miller, Bernie Walp, Fred Fischer, William Polhemus, Jim Tatar 
Absent: Shawn Farley, Thomas Avila 
William will have the November and December meetings available at the May meeting for review and approval 
but they are not posted on the BIARC web site. That will be completed before the next meeting. 
Jim has emailed the minutes of January and February emailed but not posted on the BIARC site. They will be 
posted on the site before next month’s meeting. 
Tony informed us that Fred has records to complete the Treasurers Report and Fred informed us that he is now 
responding to emails, and monitoring the bank account. A Treasurers Report will be ready in May. 
Tony is still in possession of the 2025 Treasurers records. 
Each board member needs to be able to log into the web site. And it can be done using the Authentication App. 
The use of Google Chrome is recommended. 
The requested update of the bylaws and Constitution by Les Hittner will be available for the May meeting. 
A request for a debit card from the checking account was made by Tony and Fred so purchases can be made 
directly and cut down on paperwork, the card will be in the Treasurers custody. William made a motion to obtain 
the debit card and Bernie 2

nd ed themotion
. The motion was carried unanimously by those present. 

Our meetings are to be in the current room for the foreseeable future per Kamana Center Management. 
Repeater report from William: William expects to install a repeater control system within the next 30 days to al-
low remote linking and unlinking of repeaters belonging to BIARC. More on that in May. Currently some of the 
system gets into a cycling condition and the new system will buffer this to stop that from happening. This will 
allow expansion into Naalehu on UHF. Once the system is in it may be upgraded as needed at a later date. 
Public service report from Jim: Jim has 2 planned services, one being the Volcano ½ Marathon in August and 
the Veterans Day Parade on Saturday, November 8

th
. 

Education and Outreach report from David” There will be a science fair this Thursday at Hilo Intermediate with 
more to follow. His written report will be available with the minutes. 
No New business:  
Jim motioned to adjourn, William 2nd, Motion carried at 1:01PM 

2/15/2026 
Minutes of BIARC Executive Meeting 
 
From Secretary Jim Tatar 
 
Meeting called to order at 12:18 
In Attendance:  Thomas Avila, President; David Miller, Vice President; William Pohemus KH6EJ, AH6J Trustee; 
James Tatar, Secretary; Fred Fischer, Treasurer; On line: Shawn Farley; On travel: Bernie Walp 
Also Present: Tony Kitchen past Treasurer 
The update of the Constitution and Bylaws will be done by William Polhemus for the March meeting. William will 
also be completing the November and December Executive Meeting minutes. 
Jim Tatar needs to complete the minutes of the January Executive meeting. There was a misunderstanding as to 
who was to do that by Jim. 
William informed everyone the club can become an affiliated member of UHH after the application is completed. 
Les Hittner will need to submit it. There are a number of benefits for the club if this is accomplished. One of 
them would be to have a meeting place at UHH. 
Tony Kitchen stated the Treasurers report is not complete at this time and will be submitted later. 
Tony Kitchen has a list of paid members for 2025 and is compiling a list of members for 2026. 
David Miller reported the Education & Outreach members were at UHH Jan. 24 and Kaumana Elementary School 
Feb 4

th
. 

William Polhemus will do Part 2 of Grounding for today’s membership meeting 
William Polhemus reported that the voice repeater is still on loan to the PTA Fire Department. The repeater has 
been relocated back to the airfield. He will be making the purchases of equipment that was approved last year 
for Raspberry pi equipment. Frank KH6XO has his repeater at the sheep station and would like to link it to 
BIARC repeaters. It is currently offline. Jim Tatar has donated his Raspberry pi equipment to BIARC and will de-
liver it William today. 
There is a desire to form an AUXCOMM club. An appropriation of $20K by the county for Pulse Point was can-
celled by Mayor Alameda. Winlink equipment that was donated by Jim Huntley to BIARC will be set up and put 
into service. Jim Huntley N4FQI will be asked to help get the system set up remotely from his location in New 
Jersey. Most of the equipment is on hand and William offered a monitor to complete the setup. 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1:01 PM. 
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Minutes of BIARC  
4-12-2026 Executive Board 
Meeting 
 
From Secretary Jim Tatar 
   Call to order 12:08 by David Miller in 
Thomas’ absence 
Present: David Miller, Bernie Walp, Fred 
Fischer, William Polhemus, Jim Tatar 
Absent: Shawn Farley, Thomas Avila 
William will have the November and Decem-
ber meetings available at the May meeting for 
review and approval but they are not posted 
on the BIARC web site. That will be complet-
ed before the next meeting. 
   Jim has emailed the minutes of January and 
February emailed but not posted on the 
BIARC site. They will be posted on the site 
before next month’s meeting. 
Tony informed us that Fred has records to 
complete the Treasurers Report and Fred in-
formed us that he is now responding to emails, 
and monitoring the bank account. A Treasur-
ers Report will be ready in May. 
   Tony is still in possession of the 2025 Treas-
urers records. 
Each board member needs to be able to log 
into the web site. And it can be done using the 
Authentication App. The use of Google 
Chrome is recommended. 
   The requested update of the bylaws and 
Constitution by Les Hittner will be available 
for the May meeting. 
   A request for a debit card from the checking 
account was made by Tony and Fred so pur-
chases can be made directly and cut down on 
paperwork, the card will be in the Treasurers 
custody. William made a motion to obtain the 
debit card and Bernie 2nd ed themotion. The mo-
tion was carried unanimously by those pre-
sent. 
Our meetings are to be in the current room 
for the foreseeable future per Kamana Center 
Management. 
Repeater report from William: William ex-
pects to install a repeater control system with-
in the next 30 days to allow remote linking 
and unlinking of repeaters belonging to 
BIARC. More on that in May. Currently some 
of the system gets into a cycling condition and 
the new system will buffer this to stop that 
from happening. This will allow expansion 
into Naalehu on UHF. Once the system is in it 
may be upgraded as needed at a later date. 
Public service report from Jim: Jim has 2 
planned services, one being the Volcano ½ 
Marathon in August and the Veterans Day 
Parade on Saturday, November 8th. 
Education and Outreach report from David” 
There will be a science fair this Thursday at 
Hilo Intermediate with more to follow. His 
written report will be available with the 
minutes. 
No New business:  
Jim motioned to adjourn, William 2nd, Motion 

carried at 1:01PM 
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STATE-WIDE MESHTASTIC LISTING AS OF June 5, 2026 
 

COMPILED BY KH6RDO, comprehensive list continues on next several pages  
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